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He has done nothing to deserve his confinement in the pit. 
On the contrary his favours both to Rabbinites and Karaites are 
well known. He accepted government service only in order to 
gain a livelihood and also to be able at the same time to do good 
to his co-religionists. His father was also an official in Alexandria. 
F or fifte en years he was in charge of the port authority. All 
merchants from Byzantium and from other countries had to 
apply to him. 1 Here unfortunately the letter, written in fluent 
Hebrew, breaks off. Very likely the prisoner sent it to some 

1 A vivid description of the trade of Alexandria is given by Benjamin of Tudela 
in his Itinerary (ed. Adler, 67-9 ; cp. translation, p. 76). Merchants came thither 
from all the Christian kingdoms, from Venetia, Lombardy, Tuscany, Apulia, Amalfi, 
Sicilia, Calabria, Romania (Byzantium), Khazaria, Patzinakia, Hungaria, Bulgaria, 
Bakuvia (Ragusa?), Croatia, Slavonia, Russia, Alamania (Germany), Saxony, 
Denmark, Courland (?), Ireland (?), Norway (Norge?), Frisia, Scotia, England, 
Wales, Flanders, Hainault(?), Normandy, France, Poitiers, Anjou, Burgundy, 
Murienne (Savoy and the Maritime Alps), Provence, Genoa, Pisa, Gascony, Aragon, 
and Navarre. Likewise traders from the Muhammedan countries of the West 
visited Alexandria, viz. from Andalusia, Algarve, Africa, and also from the land of 
the Arabs. Thither came also merchants from India, Zawilah, Abyssinia, Lybia, 
Yemen, Shin'ar ('Irak), Syria ; also from Yavan (Greece) and Turkey. The 
merchants of India would bring all kinds of spices which the traders from Edom 
(Christian countries) would buy. Every nation had in Alexandria an inn (Khan) of 
its own. 
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influential co-religionists whom he requested to intervene on his 
behalf and obtain his release. 

All the above fragments, in addition to those discussed in the 
former chapters, illustrate what a great role the Jews of Egypt 
played in the state. 1 It is a repetition of the same phenomenon 
which we find in Muslim Spain. Compared with conditions in 
Byzantium or any other Christian country, the Fatimid rule 
over the country of the Nile was on the whole, except for a short 
time of al-Hafcim's persecutions, a golden period for the Jewish 
people. The breath of tolerance that swept over the land 
instilled civic duty and activity into the * people of tribute \ 
Both Christians and Jews could serve the state to the best of 
their abilities and thereby benefit their fellow-countrymen. 

11 

(1) We have seen before that some sort of a school was kept 
up in Fustat after David b. Daniel and that its head was Joshu'a 
b. Dosa. From 1027-38 we find there Masliah Hakkohen 
styling himself apjn nans* tftn (see Worman, J. Q. R., XVIII, 
14, note 14, and Pozn*, BabyL Geon.^ 102). Now Masliah's 
genealogy in the 'Memorial List' (A. D. 11,1, and A. A. 15, 
col. A) is headed NDVi p nJV3 and in fact follows that of our 
Joshu'a b. Dosa. We infer therefore that Masliah was related 

1 We hear also of several Jews who were prominent in the realm in the period 
succeeding al-Afdal's death. Besides the famous Nagid Samuel b. Hananya and 
his brother Abraham (see infra ) p. 230), an important official must have been Isaac 
b. Joseph the Haber going by the title f AmJd ad-Daula, { the stay of the realm \ A 
document (T.-S. 10J23 2 ), dated Kislev, 1454 Sel. (1142 c. e.), at Fustat, under 
authority of the above Nagid, and signed by Moses b. Benjamin the Spaniard, 

begins : Rr6* nin . . ♦ [xrmb |nsm]rn w pK Kiracn mm mftn& 
W>Jw Twhx Q]H3 xih bapn [£>]& w*»n nrca xn» maa na Taiwan 
nann -fib pla ia nbrbx Toy sm 66 iaajn -\vn prw tuna pJa 

'131 y5 b^Dn. From the indication 66 («aU3 1S1D) after Isaac's name it is 
evident that he was no longer alive in 1142. Abul-Khair b. MfcO the Parnes is 
evidently identical with Solomon b # D3HQn who is mentioned ! n a document 
dated 1145 c. e. at Fustat (Bodl. 2878 11 ). In the second half of the twelfth century 
we have the Dayyan Yehoseph b. Nathan styled Amln al-Mulk, ' the faithful one of 
the kingdom* {infra, p. 227, note 1), the important Katib Abu'l Barakat Yehuda 
Hakkohen b. El'azar and his son El'azar. The latter went by the name Sa'ad 
al-Mulk, 1 the happiness of the kingdom * (infra, p. 250). 
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to the influential scholar Joshu'a ; perhaps he was his son-in-law. 
This may have induced the Gaon to leave Hadrak, where his 
father continued to keep up the Palestinian school, as we have 
seen before (p. 197), and settle in Fustat, where he no doubt 
found more scope. Be that as it may, Masliah is the first Gaon in 
Egypt going by the name of 3pT P*« nw can. A number of 
data about him are collected in A. D. 14. He was generally 
recognized and seems to have been popular. Two sons of his, 
still very young, are mentioned (DTHitfi VHiBn no. 1). Their 
names are unknown. When Masliah died is not exactly known. 
But so far he is only mentioned in documents till 1038, and his 
demise probably took place about this time. None of his sons 
succeeded him as Gaon. 

As head of the former Palestinian school Masliah officiated in 
the synagogue of the Palestinians at Fustat (A. D. 14, 3). It is 
of interest to cite here Bodl. s834 22 , which contains a copy of an 
official recognition of the rite of this house of prayer. The 
document was drawn up in Adar, 1533, Sel. (131 1 C. E.), but the 
names of the signatories are not preserved. This proves that 
the fragment is not the original but a copy. The last two lines 
(in different handwriting) are by X. Hakkohen b. Sa'adya. In the 
document it is set forth that the signatories accept the traditional 
order of the prayers on week-days and New Moons ; further, the 
prayer "Pubx (probably the corresponding psalm of the day, 
DV W, see Tamid 7 4 , R. Hash. 3i a ; Seder R. 'Amram, I, 14*) 
accompanied by the taking out of a scroll, called "13D, from 

the Ark and carrying it to the Almemar, whereupon the Ten 
Commandments were recited and the scroll carried back without 
having opened it ; this took place also during the services on 
Sabbaths and Festivals. The Triennial Cycle was used in this 
synagogue (as Benjamin of Tudela reports in his Itinerary^ ed. 
Adler, 63). 1 Thus on every Sabbath the corresponding Seder 
(mo, not riKHD !) was read from the scroll 'followed by the suitable 

1 Likewise Abraham Maimani in his Kifayah (cited by Dr. Biichler, /. Q. i?., V, 
421) mentions that in Misr (Cairo- Fustat) the whole Parashah is read in the 
Babylonian synagogue while in that of the Palestinians only a Seder (ifin Hp 1 
TlD mn 'SI nK'lD mm "ISD See also Sambari in Neub. I, 118: 

pjid^ rronn pd^dbi nmo wbw rrcna bo pwv p panti aro 
aw 'a. 
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Haftarah. But, as a compromise with the Babylonian custom, 
the nt$HS of the week was also read in the synagogue from 
ordinary copies of the Pentateuch ! This seems to have preceded 
the reading of the Law. These rites, as well as those pertaining 
to every Festival, have been in practice for several generations 
till the time of Sa'adya, and subsequently continued throughout 
the periods of the Rais Abu'l Fadl (Meborak Nagid) and his 
court, Masliah Gaon and his Bet-Din, Samuel Hannagid 
(al-Rals Abu Mansur), R. Hiyya, ' R. Ephraim, R. Jacob 
Hakkohen, 1 Maimonides and their respective courts. The last 
authorities mentioned are Solomon (perhaps identical with the 
scholar mentioned above, p. 217, note 3), Isaac (Dayyan b. Sason) 
and X. Dayyan. Very likely one of the signatories of this 
document was the Nagid Abraham Maimuni. 2 It is of interest 

1 R. Hiyya is probably identical with the signatory of a document dated 1129 c.e. 
(Bodl. 2821 11 ). R. Ephraim (b. Meshullam) is mentioned in documents dated 1153 
and 1156C.E. (Bodl. 2806 4 , 2836 22 ), the first one drawn up in Fustat by authority of 
Samuel Hannagid. Jacob Hakkohen (b. Joseph) signs a document at Fustat, dated 
1 162 c. £., together with Meborak b. Nathan (Bodl. 287s 77 ; see also 2855 16 ). These 
three scholars were evidently the Haberim of the Palestinian congregation. 

* We give here the following lines from Bodl. 2834a 2 : pjr«n!?K . . . 

&nb* ivm (3) pwwbc nowa nanyota ncra&tt m ppn p ♦ . (2) 
yv&k rwkn iw5w Dim A wtnaiiw sftnfia rbo nbw iy nw 

rfenpi tamta* byrbx p info* nson sjnyfcta mm nao sjKan (4) 
*a ann&K roama r»opfc6i nna *ia (5) ferffoc "6k frm nrcnn n^y 

mp' nno 5>5 (6) ajma ej&rre^K *a ntnafo nmpi wyt^Ni nuo^ 

wayi ♦ . . (7; . . ♦ nmasaM rnoiw *]5n paai n^N -nob« mm nao 5 
np ^y rijK p (8) ftod kdjn niw nnpr&i ronaoai ^yi TP ^ "ttowiw 
itsDm cmyn p mi>a ^jk^ 5* mVipi lin Kfc!>y raTinn p ten 
wn rnyo wawa laaviK |kdt ra fern mbpi nwionnDw n^y (9) 
jxiot £i D^DDn^Ni D^n.^Ni d^ik^n p iTfii do) £f apy* pro na*t^ 
&mnaD Dnraan tm (h) on^n is? ttob W3i wnx &aba d^k 
}net !>f u*i m\ * nbw pa mwan * nhw na jamo kito am 
jn&t i>t fin" jvm npjr» p«a we* tr^n jron n^vD waito iot (12) 
pe» Dnuan *raa ta*raan rail on«w (13) biTan twi warra 

ipjr ^nni onax (14) ^2*11 K^n m ^{ d^^k vn roifen 

proiDn ^nan ann n^o m irn no jk»t ^k] i>f bnan nn jnan 
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to learn that the Ten Commandments were recited daily in the 
Palestinian synagogue of Fustat, and that the custom goes back 
to several generations before Sa'adya. It may be assumed the 
Palestinians in Fustat followed herein the rite in use in the Holy 
Land. As is well known, this daily recitation of the Ten Com- 
mandments took place in the Temple- by the priests (Tamid 5 1 , 
Ber. 1 i b , 1 2 a ). After the destruction of the Sanctuary the intention 
was to introduce it in the synagogues (this seems to be the 
meaning of p nnpi> l^pa phaaa ^K, Ber. I2 a ) but it was abandoned 
since the heretics (Gnostics?) made use of it in their arguments 
(see also Yer. Ber. 3°, L 31 fT.). Attempts during the Amoraic 
period to revive the custom in Babylon (Sura and Nehardea) 
were not successful. Thus it remained in abeyance throughout 
the Gaonic period. 1 But it is remarkable that in Palestine the 
Ten Commandments were reinstated in the daily ritual, probably 
some time after the Arab conquest. Hence the Palestinians in 
Fustat recited them in their synagogue. 

4 ijXNi nhyn [n]ix [mn] ttp main 5>n ^anyon n: pmn (15) t^B&n 
srnpn nyn "»nai pais Kani* prn wo (16) • usiaD ny nnroD 
ann pnv uwk uni npi (17) [ban^a 5>]mn ann hd^ urn n»i 

i)^^n pnn (18) uwa vi» maai i$f twain 5>n ^Kn^a hnan 

Dan ^y vpaa jmi !>i D^aPDn nhyan bran ann n^idh 

khjd tJ' f« nnxi? 5»ao na^a £ri jn^n *6k ntoid-ii Nnawn (19) 

cnnD ntyybx >d wiaiM wana innai ♦ . ♦ ♦ (20) , , . t 
my w maifcai tro: 1a wnaK Dy new nnfts$6 aapnx nap (21) 
[jim] w pi i>a Dyi. - 

1 In S^3BWI, II, 1, we read the following responsum of R. Hai : pftin 

upw to pnmpD nnN dj awn Pnaen pjdid noa naea pnp xb rob 
nnan rwnp (r. nry) iany rtob no^ n? nann inN 1 * iaa ! tameip 
rw*na (r. 'a) 'd ury n»i> now (r. nn) nr tsnpM dv i>aa now 
ntJn n'oa dv baa pmp pK rob top (r. nn) nr nnoyoa &v baa now 
naana nnnn ^vu upnp no 11 25a jmnnb wbyi * T»nn 'a 'm 'aa pmp p« 

^ay nmya Kn^Ta HW^ pffl p:&ai . This shows that in Babylon they adhered 
to the abolition of reading the Ten Commandments. Indeed there is no mention of 
it in 'Amram's Siddur. Frumkin, in his edition, prints (I, 3228*.) aib niroyo "no 
fftG tnOV wherein DM DV ba3 nmw IWy are prescribed. But the whole 
rite is only for individuals and not for the congregation (see p. 325, bottom, nt 

ina^oo b^k brm xbv panu pa nmm new •wk ttTnvi ana5> pain jraDn). 

Moreover, the authorship of R. 'Amram is not yet established beyond question. 
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After Masliah we hear of an Abraham apjp pao na*B* m*\ 
(b. Mazhir). Poznaiiski (BabyL Geon., 11) thinks that he was the 
first principal of the reconstituted academy of Bagdad, because 
his name appears in a collection of poems by Isaac b. Abraham 
ibn c Ezra who visited Bagdad in 1143. But the new material 
• given here tends to show that he became in course of time head 
of the Fustat school in succession to Masliah. But in Marheshvan 
1 141 C. E. he did not reside yet in the Egyptian capital, but 
somewhere else. He then already held the title Gaon. Perhaps 
he was Gaon at Hadrak (Damascus) and subsequently removed 
to Fustat, just as it was the case with Masliah. There seem to 
have existed close relations between these two seats of learning 
since the time of Solomon Hakkohen, the father of Masliah (see 
above, p. 196 f.). But lack of further information renders this 
point still obscure. 

T.-S. 13 J 9 6 contains a letter in heavy Paitanic style from 
[Nathan] b. Samuel the Haber to Abraham Gaon b. Mazhir. 1 

1 The address, verso, reads: fPrntflD *m tiJHK ^VWH [jlfcOn mp Tmn ^K] 
bl btfiOV [jltf] a [W]0P P0pl. The full name of the Gaon is given 

on recto : , # . w p w*m apjr pto na^ e*n annaa uam mo (13) 
nbwryon rnna rmnn *jmd bxw ne> nrnpn ma^ (17) nn«i . , ♦ (16) 
rva b Taai D^y^ nt? (19) ttod uot p . ♦ ♦ (18) *nbwm 

The whole epistle contains eulogies and praises merely. But of 
interest is the right-hand margin whereon the writer thanks God : 

nonai ♦ ♦ . [w]n£» bmw aan w ^a -\ms woz wdjn vnon 
^y ha ononi (r. D*nn) wun wra D*anw myik cnpn n^np d\i$?k 
pan *a *m mow^ dhk tan'x& "iDn non ^y ntsw mp&i> rati> 
5>pr n^onn pn*n nSi rrnir wan nvm a njDD nbm xb) mora 56aio *>ni 
. . ♦ . mamai dv6k ntn*a maj nwi . . , ♦ r»D«n was hem n&Ka nt^x 

53Hk t^niD • &T]bK p . . . . niWob . ♦ . . Ip^lV DnW. The name Mazhir 
occurs in Harizi's Tahkemoni (50th Makame, see Dr. HirschfekTs Catal. of Montefiore 

Library, p, 106, bottom) : ♦ *nBD3 0>DJ 'l BWI p !>W *1 TO i^Nl 

• 10y ViT^N TP • m TTOD n DK> byi * IDT i>y D^maW; cp. also ed. Kaminka, 
p. 438, 1. 8, *Yi"ltD NOp* A Paitan Mazhir is also mentioned in an Eastern 

Mahzor (see Halberstamm, in T bv }*ap, 1899, p. 1). R. Yehuda Hallevi, to whom 
Nathan refers in his letter as no longer alive, should not be identified with the 

a The feminine suffixes refer to JYVin. 

b Alluding to the Talmudic saying pai >a!>D D^D 
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It is dated Marheshvan, 1143 Sel. = ii4i C.E. The writer lived 
then in the Egyptian capital, as will become evident presently. 
He is glad to inform the Gaon that he is holding the same 
position as under c my lord, the chariot of Israel and its horsemen 
and that he is popular with the congregations as well as with the 
Nagid. The office of this correspondent fits in exactly with that 
held by Nathan b. Samuel, secretary of the Nagid Samuel b. 
Hananya. Yehuda Hallevi, who met this Nathan in Egypt, 
greatly eulogized him in a poem and also in a letter which he 
sent him. 1 Nathan is also styled ' secretary of the school 
He probably served already under Masliah, as he is a signatory 
of some documents drawn up in Fustat during the period of this 
Gaon. 2 Probably this is meant when he writes to Abraham 
Gaon in 1141 that he is retaining his old position as 'in the days 
of my lord, the chariot of Israel and its horsemen viz. the late 
Gaon Masliah. 

After a vacancy of a few years the school of Egypt seems 
to have acquired the Gaon Abraham b. Mazhir for its head. 
A. D. 15, in the same handwriting and style as the preceding 
epistle, and accordingly having our Nathan b. Samuel as its 
author, is evidently written by order of Abraham. After eulogizing 
the Gaon, whose father Mazhir is styled 1 the great dignitary, the 
foundation of the school ' (recto, 1. 14 f.), and after alluding to 

famous poet, however the eulogistic expressions employed would tempt one to do 
so. As pointed out {infra, p. 229 f.), Yehudah Hallevi the Spaniard visited Egypt 
probably after 1141. 

1 Diwan, ed. Brody, I, no. 78, composed in Damietta in honour of our Nathan. 
It probably formed the introduction of the epistle (ibid., 314-16). Brody's heading is 

DnvD *vyn na>c»n nsio nann bxw na fro 'n anat^ nn^n * nroawa, 

but in Bodl. 1970, I, no. 63 (in Neub., p. 645, top), we read vfj 

"Dnn i>N W |m *T| (i. e. Samuel b. Hananya, no. 62) ntt^N 

W?K rONM ;y h% The heading of the epistle in Bodl. 1971, III, No. 9 

(/. c., p. 659), is .Tanrfo* pan *py nawi tod n£b tarn; r^KOi ; nn 

stands for the title DfnahTl , held by our Nathan (see letter, 1. 28). He is also 
given this title in a document (T.-S. 13 J 22'), beginning : 

pan mvr >;n yrrt yi nam bwiav na jn: i mbx yio ;vd >a n^y d»*o 
. , ♦ pm apy^ in ni^con nnn anyDi p'onart n?j. Farther on we read 

expressly Dnann JIT) 

2 See Bodl. 282I 11 , 2873*^, 287s 7 ; cp. 2878 109 . 

2240 P 
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So'an and Hadrak (1. 4), the writer informs his correspondent 
that his name is given a prominent place in the benedictions 
recited on every Sabbath and Festival, in the presence of the 
Gaon, for all the benefactors of the school. This person was 
evidently a generous patron of the academy, in whose records his 
good services were set forth (verso, 1. 7). Also the writer does 
not miss an occasion of pointing out what the school owes to him. 
The real object of the epistle is to have his opinion and advice 
about the will of the late Gaon Masliah. which seems to have 
been submitted to the Gaon Abraham in consequence of a lawsuit 
it entailed. Among the witnesses of this will were the Dayyan 
Nathan (b. Solomon Hakkohen), 1 who heard it dictated by the 
late Gaon, and Isaiah Hallevi b. Mishael (the author of a 
philosophical treatise on the soul, see y.Q.R., XVII, 67-8). 
The latter was a brother-in-law of the influential Joshu'a b. Dosa 
and was himself a member of a learned family (see A. D. 11). 
It is not indicated where the correspondent, to whom this letter 
was sent, lived. Perhaps he resided in Hadrak, where Masliah 
might have had some property which he disposed of in his will. 

How long Abraham b. Mazhir presided over the Egyptian 
school is unknown. Nor is it clear who became his direct 
successor. There is a problematic possibility that this was 
Moses Hallevi Gaon b. Netaneel the ' Sixth \ whose acquaintance 
Yehudah Hallevi made during his stay in Egypt (infra, p. 234, 
note 3). But Moses' sons certainly presided over the Egyptian 
academy bearing the title Geonim. These were Netaneel Hallevi, 
styled Rosh Yeshiba of the Diaspora (fhxhw) and his brother 
Sar Shalom Hallevi, who again went by the same title of B>fcO 
3pJJ* JIM rott* as that of Masliah and Abraham b. Mazhir. The 
activities of these two brothers, as shown farther on, extended 
from 1160 till about 1189 c. E. 

(2) Before dealing with . the period of Samuel b. Hananya and 
his successors, another epistle from Nathan b. Samuel (A. D. 16), 
as the style and handwriting clearly show, should be discussed 
here. It is again dated So'an (= Fustat) Marheshvan, 11453 Sel. 

1 This Dayyan is a signatory of several documents drawn up in Fustat under 
Masliah Gaon (Bodl. 2821**, 2873 840b , and 287a 7 ). He was still alive in 1148 c.e., 
as is evident from Bodl. 28767 See also Bodl. 2834 31 and 2878 141 . 
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(1141 c. E.) and is addressed to Petahya Hakkohen the Haber b. 
*Obadya. The latter was Nathan's teacher, while Petahya was 
his junior school friend (cp. 1. 28). Nathan complains that 
Petahya so seldom writes to him. Already some years passed 
since the demise of the Gaon (1. 30, no doubt referring to 
Masliah Hakkohen), and no letter of his reached Nathan, who 
relied upon him for all the information about the happenings in his 
place of residence. Petahya's epistle to the Nagid (certainly Samuel 
b. Hananya) reached him through a certain dignitary named 
Baruk. Nathan read it before the Nagid about three times, in 
order to impress him with his friend's excellent lines. It seems 
that he now advises Petahya to come over to Egypt, where the 
Nagid will befriend him (verso, 11. 1-3). Nathan further inquires 
about his friends, and wonders why they do not reply to his 
epistles. These are El'azar 'the beloved of the school and its 
friend', going by the Arabic name Ibn Mansur Ghalib, and 
Menasse b. X. the Haber, He would further like to know what 
his mother, sister, and a certain high dignitary (probably her 
husband), 'the mighty lord, lord of the house of Israel', are 
doing. Since two years he has been without any knowledge 
about them. Finally, greetings are sent from the writer's three 
sons Meborak, Sa'adya, and Yehoseph. 1 It seems that he was 

1 The eldest son, Meborah, was probably Dayyan of Fustat after his father's death. 
Bodl. 2874 s4 contains a document, by authority of the Nagid Samuel, dated 1157 c. e. 
at Fustat, and signed i?j *\inn JIVl *D "pOD ; likewise another document dated 
1 162 c. e., by authority of Netaneel Hallevi (Bodl. 2878 77 ). See further, Bodl. 
2855 16 , 2876 18 , 2878 s2 * 76 . More important was the third son Yehoseph. T.-S. 
13 J i3 4 contains a letter to DDnH b^Wl THXn *)5^n 5|Dir^ imi WD p5b 

rfcwon iinn jm mm mo p5b "Va . . . tme>n in nbwnn pin n^sidh 

*6ai»n PHH. The address on verso reads : pDK TtSr ^fafaft K^O^K rnvn 

S3 nnnn irtw jnan mw may || e|DVP wan ixbx. The first title 

on the address If^X evidently stands for DHB>n ItJ , while the second one, Amin 
al-Mulk, * the faithful one of the realm was probably bestowed upon him by the 
government (cp. also above, p. 220, note 1). For a similar title, cp. Amin ad-Daula, 
1 warden of the realm held, e. g., by Ibn-Ammar, commander-in-chief under al- 
Hakim (see L.-P. 124, note 1). It is likely that the influential Joshu'a b. Dosa 
(above, p. 217 ff.) also went by this title of Amin-al-Mulk. The superscription of 
Yehuda Hallevfs poem in his honour reads in Bodl. 1971, III, no. 10: 2]"D1 

$f nfhp p»a ffrmbm ndvi p ivd -ok pt»hc ihs6n; pDt6*t probably 

stands for P»N just as "V|3^» for Dn&TI Bodl. 2876 s8 is probably 

P % 
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a native of Damascus 1 and was acquainted with several prominent 
Jews there. His brother-in-law apparently held there a high 
official position. For some unknown reason he settled in Fustat 
and became the Nagid's secretary. Perhaps he came over 
together with Masliah Gaon, who installed him as secretary of 
the school. Subsequently he held the same position under 
Abraham b. Mazhir. This letter is of interest as showing us the 
connexions that were kept up between the two important Jewish 
communities, Fustat and Damascus. 

(3) We shall now deal with the period of Samuel Hannagid b. 
Hananya and his successors. A few words should be said in 
advance concerning the political conditions in Egypt. After 
al-Afdal's death in 1121 Ibn al-Bata'ihi became chief minister of 
the state for four years only. In 11 25 he was imprisoned and 
afterwards crucified. The Caliph al-Amir became thereupon his 
own minister with the assistance of only two heads of the Diwan, 
Ja'far b. *Abd al-Mun'im and a Samaritan Abu Ya'kub Ibrahim. 
Another secretary of the state under al-Amir was Ibn Abu'l 
Damm al-Yahudi, 2 evidently either a Jew himself or of Jewish 
extraction. But nothing further is known about him. 

The Caliph was assassinated in 1131 and was succeeded by 
his cousin al-Hafiz (1131-49). Soon after the beginning of his 
rule, his sons quarrelled about the succession to the throne, and 
civil war broke out in the army, with the result that the 
unfortunate Caliph was compelled to do away with his son 
Hasan. Two court physicians, the Jew Abu Mansur and the 
Christian Ibn Kirfa, were summoned to prepare a deadly draught. 
The former came first before his sovereign, and when called upon 

also addressed to Yehoseph ; it is a letter from Samuel b. Moses to Yehoseph 
*023n styled on verso Abii'l-Hajaj Yusuf . . . Dayyan al-Yahud, i.e. chief 

Dayyan (see especially in/ru, p. 266 f.). Finally, our Yehoseph is likely identical 
with the person mentioned in the Memorial List (J.Q.R., N.S., 1,51, top margin) : 

[supply Dnpn] m btnw y-nxn ncrn *pw aun^ rcno paai. Nothing 

is so far known about Nathan's second son Sa'adya. Tobias Hakkohen the Haber, 
the father of Yehuda who corresponded with Yehoseph b. Nathan, is probably 
identical with Tobias Hakkohen b. 'Ali the Haber (see Bodl. 2834 s1 - 32 ; 2878 141 ). 

1 This town is probably meant in verso, 1. 4, * the holy congregations that are 
m^yM*. Just as Bagdad was styled nny (above, p. 174, note 1), so Damascus 
was given the poetical name 1 the crowned (city) \ 

2 Wust., Ill, 70, 73, bottom ; cp. L.-P. 166. 
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to do the job showed a shrewd insight of human nature by 
refusing the task. He swore by the Torah that he did not know 
how to prepare the poisonous mixture. But Ibn Kirfa did as he 
was bidden, and Hasan soon died from the drink he was com- 
pelled to take. Still in the same year (1134) the Caliph had 
Ibn Kirfa arrested and executed. Abu Mansur was appointed 
chief physician and received as a gift all that his hapless colleague 
possessed (Wiist. Ill, 79-80, L.-P. 168). 

Al-Hafiz died in 1149 at the age of 75. During the next 
twenty years Egypt passed through a great crisis both internally 
and by the invasions of the Franks from Palestine. In Nov. 1 sth, 
1868, Fustat, for three centuries the metropolis of the country, 
was set on fire in order that the Franks should find no shelter 
there. A most glorious period of Muslim rule over the land of 
the Nile began with the famous Saladin who became Wezir in 
1 169, and two years afterwards succeeded the last Fatimid Caliph 
al- c Adid (1 160-71). The reign of this dynasty came then to an 
end after a duration of two centuries (L.-P. 169 ff., Wiist. 84 ff.). 

The above physician Abu Mansur, so greatly honoured by 
al-Hafiz after his refusal to prepare the poison for his son Hasan, 
is no doubt identical with Samuel b. Hananya (p. 232), the 
famous Nagid who befriended Yehuda Hallevi during his visit to 
Egypt on his way to Palestine. Graetz (VI 4 , 138-9) assumes 
that he became the political head of Egyptian Jewry soon after 
1 134. But so far we were able to trace his period of activity 
from documents dated 1142-50 (A. D. 17, 3). But he is also 
probably meant in the letter of Marheshwan 1141 (A. D. 16). 
It is unknown when Moses Nagid b. Meborak died. 1 Naturally 
Samuel, though a favourite of the Caliph, had to wait till a 
vacancy occurred. As we hear of no other Nagid between 
Moses and Samuel, the latter must have been the former's 
immediate successor. None of Moses* sons could attain the dignity 
since Samuel became very influential after the event of 1134 C. E. 

1 A Ketuba (T.-S. 8 J 33 1 , vellum, top only preserved), dated 1437 Sel. ( m 1125-6 
c. e.), and probably drawn up at Fustat, begins (1. 1) : tt3V1K^ il^VR iOTTO ♦ ♦ • 

Fbvn TM H^D. The bridegroom is El'azar b. Shemarya. The Nagid's name 
used to be inserted in the legal documents (see infra, p. 240). In the above Ketuba 
the Nagid Moses is no doubt identical with Moses b. Meborak. We thus learn that 
he was still alive in H25-6 c. e. 
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When Yehuda Hallevi visited Egypt the Nagid was at the 
height of his power. It is noteworthy that Joshu'a b. Dosa was 
then imprisoned, probably for some political offence. No doubt 
Samuel exerted his influence to obtain the release of this 
prominent co-religionist. It is difficult to ascertain whether the 
document of 1 143-4, which states that the Bet-Din of Fustat 
was under JoshuVs authority, is to be dated before or after the 
great poet's visit. 

From the genealogies (A. D. 17, 1) we learn that Samuel's 
forefathers were all scholars. His fourth ancestor and namesake, 
Samuel, was a Haber. The latter's son, Shemarya, was ' Sixth • 
of the academy, probably in Palestine towards the end of the 
eleventh century. But perhaps he was connected with David 
b. Daniel's school in Egypt. The Nagid's grandfather, Netaneel, 
was styled ( the great one of the school '. His father Hananya 
was an eminent physician. The Nagid's brother, Abraham, 
seems also to have been an influential doctor. It is remarkable 
that it is not stated expressly that Samuel himself was a member 
of this profession. But this is very likely since his great influence 
was probably due to his position as the Caliph's doctor, and he 
was known to the Muslims as the Abu Mansur of the poisoning 
affair of the Caliph's son. None of Samuel's offspring succeeded 
to the dignity of Nagid. 

A. D. 18 contains an interesting letter to our Nagid from 
Elijah b. Kaleb b. Leon. The last two names point to Byzantine 
origin, and indeed it is evident that the writer was a stranger 
in Egypt. He was a scholar who seems to have landed at 
Alexandria not long before, and was proceeding to Cairo to see 
the Nagid. Evidently owing to lack of means he made his 
journey slowly from town to town and meanwhile corresponded 
with Samuel. Elijah was struck by the laxity of observance 
and the ignorance then prevalent in the Egyptian communities. 
He writes, I beg to inform you, in accordance with your request, 
that I have arrived here at Benhe. When I came to Alexandria 
and saw the people's doings, I ascribed them to be due to your 
living at too long a distance away to have a salutary influence 
over the congregation. I thought that perhaps those Jews nearer 
you were * perfumed with your scent'. But behold they too 
(e.g. in Benhe) are still in their * unclean state'. 'Men of 
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knowledge are in their eyes as animals, the Torah and the Laws 
of no account to them. For a while my heart was in pain and 
I wondered about the difference I beheld here from other con- 
gregations of Israel. I inwardly mused why they (the Egyptian 
Jews) were so and how they possessed the callousness to eat 
without saying their prayers. But, I concluded, that was perhaps 
because scholars did not live among them. They are thus lax 
out of ignorance, and not out of presumption/ Here we have 
a not very flattering account of conditions in Egypt in the middle 
of the twelfth century. The paucity of scholars in this country 
was also noticed by Maimonides a few years afterwards. The 
eleventh century saw more of intellectual activity amongst 
the Jewry of this country, as we have discussed above, probably 
due to the spiritual instruction imparted by the academies of 
Babylon and of Palestine. 

To return to our Elijah, who obviously had a grudge against 
the congregations he visited because he was not adequately 
supported. His remarks may thus be coloured by bias, and 
should not be accepted prima facie. The Nagid is requested to 
enable him to come to Cairo-Fustat without delay, since he 
experienced many hardships on his journey from Alexandria. 
The messenger who brought the letter was originally hired for 
a journey from Mahalla to Benhe, and Elijah had to pay him 
for the remainder of the way from that place to Cairo-Fustat. 
The people showed him no respect whatever. The Nagid in his 
reply should let Elijah know how he could bring with him 
a number of books he possessed, and also whether to come as he 
was dressed. Many people frightened him into the belief that 
his speech and dress would expose him to danger. It is thus 
clear that he came from a Christian country. At that time the 
Franks threatened Egypt with invasion. Any traveller from 
a Christian land had to confront many risks of being suspected 
as a spy or being set upon by a hostile crowd. Elijah landed at 
Alexandria and spent there the whole summer very uncomfortably. 
His object was probably to find scope for his scholarship in 
Egypt. In the twelfth century we meet there several scholars 
from Christian countries, e. g. Isaac b. Benveniste of Narbonne 
(above, p. 218 f.), Joseph b. Gershon and Anatoli b. Joseph 
(Dayyanim in Alexandria in Maimonides' time, above, p. 175, 
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and infra, p. 247 f.), and others. Egyptian Jewry became then 
dependent on abroad for its spiritual guides, whereas in the 
eleventh century and previously these would be obtained 
from former students of the Babylonian and the Palestinian 
academies. 

While in the preceding letter Egyptian Jewry was painted in 
rather black colours, A. D. 19 informs us of a collection of money 
for the ransom of captives. It reveals the favourable side of this 
Jewry. No efforts were spared to redeem their unfortunate 
brethren who fell into captivity. This we have seen above 
(pp. 87 ff., 204-5) m *h e times of Ephraim b. Shemarya and 
Nahrai b. Nissim. No doubt all through the subsequent years 
1 the redemption of captives ' was practised. But documentary 
evidence we have only for the time of Samuel Hannagid (and 
later on of Maimonides, infra^ p. 244). Our fragment gives us 
the result of the collection in the provincial towns. The captives 
were from al-Rum (Byzantium). At the instigation of the Nagid, 
Abu'l-Surur b. Tarif and Abu'l-Ma ali (Samuel b. Yehuda) 1 were 
entrusted with this task. The collection amounted to 225 d. 
(at the rate of 40 dirhems per d.). The following is the detailed 
list of the contributions from the communities : 

Mahalla 40J d., Miniya Zifta 37 d., Sambutiah 26 d., 
Damsis 12 d., Samjud 11 d., Milij 28 d., Damirah 14 d., 
Tinnis 3 d., Damietta 20 d., Benhe al-'Asal 14! d. 

The Sheikhs Abu Sa'ad and Abu'l-Ma ali (the latter probably 
identical with one of the treasurers of the fund) gave 20 d. The 
Alexandrian congregation is not mentioned in this list. Nor is 
it stated what the Jews of the capital contributed. But the 
amount required must have been considerable, since the provincial 
towns were asked to take a share. 

A. D. 19* gives a calendar for the years 4914-16 A.M. 
(1 153-6 c. E.) which a Jew (probably an elder in Fustat) drew up 
for his own use. He first gave the respective details as to A. M., 
Sel., the year since the destruction of the Temple, the Shemittah, 
the Jubilee, the Solar Cycle, and also the month of A. H. 

1 The latter is probably identical with b. Asad, A. D., 17, 3g. k. Abu'l Suriir 
b. Tarif may be identical with the namesake mentioned in a document dated 1104 
at Cairo (/. Q. R., XX, 453). 
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wherein Jhe Jewish New Year began. Then follow the dates of 
the New Moons, festivals, and fasts. But the chief interest of the 
calendar consists in the part which gives the names of the persons 
who supply the olive-oil for the 1 perpetual lamp ' in the synagogue. 
The writer of the calendar was one of them. During the three 
years the same persons, with a few new-comers, stood the 
expense, though each year in a different sequence. The list is 
defective for the first year. In the second year we have the 
Sheikh Abu *Ali b. Sadakah supplying oil during Tishri (except 
New Year), the Sheikh Abu'l Hasan b. Hashush for Marheshvan, 
the Sheikh Abu'l Ridha for Kislev, Abu'l Hasan Abu Sa'ad for 
Tebet and Hanukah, the Sheikh Abu'lkhair Sadakah for Shevat, 
the writer for Adar, his relation the Sheikh Abu *Ali for Nisan 
and Passover, the Sheikh Abu'l Bayyan for Iyyar, the Sheikh 
Hilal (Abu'l Najm) for Sivan and Pentecost, the Sheikh Abu'l 
Mufadhdhal for Tammuz and Ab, and X. for Ellul and New Year. 
In the third year we have the new-comers the Sheikh Abu Sa'ad 
(perhaps identical with the person mentioned in the preceding 
fragment, A. D. 19) and the heirs of a certain late Haber, while 
the Sheikh Abu'l Mufaddal is no longer mentioned. We have 
here a specimen of how the internal affairs of the synagogue 
(very likely in Fustat) were arranged. Probably after three 
years another group of members were allotted the privilege of 
supplying the oil for its sacred use. 

(4) The Nagid Samuel continued his beneficial activities till 
1 159. This is the latest date we could trace from documents. In 
the following year we find already deeds issued by the authority of 
Netaneel Hallevi, whom Benjamin of Tudela met in Cairo during 
his travels. Netaneel's period can be traced from 1 160-5 c - E « 
(A. D. 20, 1). But during this time there lived in Fustat a 
Nasi Daniel, by whose authority documents were also drawn up 
(in 1 164/5, above, p. 175). It is evident that there existed a 
division of authority in the community which will be discussed 
in detail in the next chapter (see also above, p. % 18). Samuel 
Hannagid is styled 'the help of the Nesiut', which clearly 
presupposes that he patronized a Nasi who probably lived in the 
capital. Likewise other people of that time held honorary titles 
bestowed by the Nasi (e. g. Moses * the favourite of the Nesiut 
A. D. 39, 3). 
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Towards the end of his life Samuel suffered from the de- 
nunciations of a co-religionist, named Yahya= Zuta = Sar Shalom, 
who usurped the chief communal office. The only source for the 
grave crisis which Egyptian Jewry went through is the Scroll 
of Zuta composed by Abraham b. Hillel (published by Neubauer, 
J.Q.R., VIII, 543 ff., IX, 731, cp. also XI, 532; see also 
A. D. i9 b ). Zuta, the disturber of the communal peace, pretended 
to be indeed a scholar and 'head of an academy'. 1 But though 
he also went by the name Sar Shalom, his identification with 
the Egyptian Gaon Sar Shalom Hallevi is out of question. 2 
The data discussed in A. D. 20 tend to show that there existed 
in Damascus a 'Palestinian academy' presided over by Moses 
Hallevi Gaon. A son of his, Netaneel, occupied the Gaonate in 
Egypt as 'head of the school of the Diaspora' (1160-5). He is 
never styled Nagid, though Benjamin of Tudela calls him 
Dn$2>n nc, which was the Nagid's usual title. After Netaneel we 
have a Sar-Shalom Hallevi b. Moses Gaon presiding in Egypt 
(Fustat) over 'the Palestinian school' (from 1170-89). That he 
was a brother of Netaneel Hallevi b. Moses Gaon admits of very 
little doubt. 3 Both of them seem to have been generally recognized. 

1 The whole passage (ibid., VIII, p. 547, 11. 17 ff.-548, bottom) forms a genuine 
part of the scroll in all the fragments. Kaufmann's contention (ibid., IX, p. 168) 
that it crept into the Megillah 'from something like Harizi's TahkemonV is dis- 
proved by an examination of the MSS. This scroll has been re-edited and 
discussed by Kahana in Hashiloah, vol. XV. But this publication is inaccessible 
to me. 

2 Pozn., Babyl. Geon., 103-4, identifies them without much ado. 

8 T.-S. 10 J 20" contains a letter from Sar Shalom, beginning: vi DjJD v-|Ty 

n^D "vn * oca | nomn npy> psc p | p*o nnp 

J>5t mum Wn bwr\) T3 | apy pjO. The letter is addressed to Netaneel 
*1233n KDVin ^Qnn. In his signature Sar Shalom also mentions his grandfather's 
name. Accordingly Moses' father was 1 Sixth ' of the school. His name, Nataneel, 
is additional proof that Netaneel Hallevi b. Moses Gaon is Sar Shalom's brother. 
Or. 5566 B, fol. 30, contains a letter from PH hn TWD bcOXU 

to Joseph Hakkohen b. Halfon (so address verso). The title * Sixth 1 evidently 
refers to Moses. It is doubtful whether this Moses is the father of Netaneel the 
* Sixth * or he is identical with the later Gaon Moses, and accordingly Netaneel (the 
later Gaon) wrote this letter at a time when his father was still * Sixth 1 . The 
former alternative is more probable. The above suggestion that Moses Hallevi was 
Gaon in Damascus, as the data discussed in A. D. 20 render it probable, would be 
assailed if a poem, attributed to Yehuda Hallevi (Diwan y ed. Brody, I, p. 105, no. 72), 
were really by him. Its heading in the MS. (see Neubauer's Bodl. Catalogue^ I, 
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• 

Thus, for example, Hillel b. Sadok Ab (very likely the father of 
the author of Megillat Zuta) signs a Ketuba by authority of 
Netaneel Hallevi (A. D. 30, t c ). The correspondence of Sar 
Shalom Hallevi (A. D. 31-3) also gives the same impression. 

It is therefore incumbent to dissociate the latter Gaon from 
Zuta, whom his parents called Yahya (probably being his Arabic 
name, while Zuta was his Jewish one) but who gave himself the 
well-sounding name Sar Shalom. By his actions he proved just 
the opposite. He first denounced the greatly esteemed Samuel 
Hannagid, with the result that he was in disgrace for sixty-six days. 
When the beloved Nagid had the advantage and returned to his 
exalted office,the whole Egyptian Jewry felt a great relief. Samuel 
died soon after 1159 (ten years before- Saladin became the ruler 
of the country). Zuta, who became meanwhile greatly im- 
poverished, made the demise of the Nagid the occasion for further 
denunciation. He informed the Caliph that 10,000 d. were in 
the Nagid's house nnn, i.e. under his very pillow, ibid., 

p. 546, 1. 12). But this proved a falsehood, and Zuta and his 
son incurred the Caliph's displeasure. The sovereign of the 
country was then al-Faiz (1154-60). Not long after the Nagid's 
demise, his master, the Caliph, died, and was succeeded by 
al-'Adid, the last Fatimid ruler (1160-71). During his reign 
Zuta seems to have lived in obscurity. But with Saladin's 

658, top, no. 412) reads wj>« p rhW H1H d""6k 2IW.« Brody's heading is 
(W5>K P fibbn HUH) T\WD Dn¥B3; indeed the end of the poem shows 
that the person addressed was called Moses. Now the corresponding Hebrew 
name for Hibatallah is ^&Ori3 • Hence probably the correct reading of the heading 

was W^N ?kh* nnn p nt^D, i.e. our Moses b. Netaneel the ' Sixth 1 I The 
hero of the poem was evidently a renowned scholar (see 11. 3 ff. : D^IVDl 

-wia innni • jyiH mm ^rip-in npni • uroya ytsd iy yoiwi • nin ^yo 

WDJp). Moreover, the ending HE'D T2 HD^ffi ?]1D D 1 ^ Dyn TlfT TO^l 
UlfcO (1. 19) seems to indicate that he went by the title Gaon, which would 
strengthen still more his identity with our Moses Hallevi Gaon b. Netaneel the 
6 Sixth Also the title al-Rais would be shortened for Rals al-Metibta (< head of 
the school*, see infra, p. 262). Accordingly Yehuda Hallevi must have met this 
Gaon in Fustat, where, in the poet's words, * he put on the garment of glory i. e. 
took up his exalted position. However, the very same poem is attributed in another 
source (see Steinschneider, H. B., X, 98, note 3 ; cp. also Brody, /. c, notes, p. 179) 
to Joseph ibn 'Aknln as having composed it in honour of his great master Moses 
Maimonides. We must await further material to solve the problem. 



236 Egyptian Affairs from about 1050 c. e. j 

accession in 1171 (de facto ruler since 1169), Zuta came again to 
the forefront. The author of the scroll indicates this in a general 
way (p. 546, 1. 17 ff.), 'And it came to pass in those many days 
that the King of Egypt died and a new king arose over Egypt 
(cp. Exod. 2. 33, 8). And he (Zuta) obtained from him the 
dignity for an annual sum of 200 d.' The writer passed ofer 
the whole reign of al-'Adid. That by the * new king ' Saladin is 
meant, is evident from the intervention of Maimonides after Zuta's 
regime for four years. Maimonides arrived in Egypt in 1165 
and it was only under Saladin that he began to wield any influence 
in the court. Egyptian Jewry was for a time relieved from 
Zuta's tyranny. But he succeeded for a third time to be the 
political head of this Jewry. By the aid of a certain state official, 
who subsequently was transferred to Palestine, Zuta and his son 
kept the community in awe for two years. Finally, his overthrow 
was brought about by R. Isaac (ibid., pp. 549-56). 1 

It is indeed remarkable that the documents of the Bet-Din 
from 1 159 till the time of Abraham Maimuni (A. D. 33) contain 
no mention of a Nagid. Owing to the communal strife none 
seems to have been recognized. Certainly Zuta's claim was 
generally ignored. Just as Samuel Hannagid had charge of 
a school, though he never assumed the title of Gaon (see A. D. 
17, 2), so our Zuta called himself Rosh Yeshibah. But his 

1 Zuta's final defeat probably took place still during Saladin's reign (i 171-93). 
This ruler is evidently referred to in p. 549, 11. 11 ff., (i. e. Zuta and his son) DrfifcHDI 

«h men Tay» :[pnnn m p&m] pian pnn» • pnv [i?n] ^dh ^ 

« ♦ . irnC npV R. Isaac is probably identical with R. Isaac b. Sason, 
Maimonides* colleague on the Bet-Din of Fustat (as already Harkavy suggested, see 
p. 543, top). The Megillah itself seems to have been written (or copied) in 1196, 
three years after Saladin's death. Accordingly in the introductory poem (p. 545, 

11. 3-4), 1^*3 A im 4 poo nmK rm • penan mzbn to * jicnpo vw 

"D1 pMTI, Saladin cannot be meant, as Neubauer thinks (pD"ltt is to mean 
1 Armenian r , alluding to Saladin who was a Kurd, note 3). It more likely speaks 
of Zuta's first acts during Samuel Hannagid's lifetime in the reign of al-FaTz 
(1154-60). The author indicates this period as 'the time of the kingdom of the 
Temple 1 (i. e. Jerusalem), viz. when the Crusaders were the lords of the Holy 
Land. (If we read poiKi! for pDINH, we shall have a still more explicit allusion, 
since p£"lN = DHN ! A different explanation is given by Kaufmann, Z. D. M. G,, 
LI, 451-^2). As is well known, Saladin's Holy War (1187-92) resulted in 
restoring the Muslim rule over Palestine except a narrow strip of the coast from 
Tyre to Jaffa. 
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ignorance was too glaring, and his pretensions to scholarship and 
literary accomplishments gave the author of the Scroll scope for 
biting ridicule. The deeds emanating from the courts during 
this period are issued by authority of either the Nasi (e.g. 
Daniel, 1164-5), the Geonim Netaneel (1160-65) and Sar Shalom 
(1170-89), or Maimonides (1171 C.E., A. D. 20, 5 a ). This very 
insertion of 4 by the authority of ■ (rWlD) in documents and also 
in prayers recited in the synagogue became a subject of dispute. 
Maimonides was consulted about this problem (A. D. 20, 7) as 
well as a contemporary Dayyan Yehiel b. Elyakim, as will be 
shown presently. 

To return now to the Geonim Netaneel and Sar Shalom. 
The data concerning them are collected in A. D. 20. They seem 
to have had the right of appointing Dayyanim, Readers, and 
even Mohelim for the provincial communities. Benjamin of 
Tudela reports this about Netaneel (A. D. 20, 2). About Sar 
Shalom's similar privileges we read in his correspondence. 
A. D. 21 is an epistle from him to the community of Kalyub. 
Moses b. Levi, a Reader and Shohet, received authorization from 
the Gaon. The congregation is enjoined to treat him well. His 
father Moses, also a Reader, held the title 'the beloved one of 
the Yeshiba \ Sar Shalom styles himself * the descendant 
of Geonim \ In A. D. 22 he reminds a patron of his, Moses 
Hakkohen b. Halfon, to send him a cloak, as is the latter's custom 
whenever he returns safely from his business travels. A. D. 23 
is from Moses b. Elijah Hallevi, a communal official in a provincial 
town in Egypt, to the Gaon. Herein we find again that the 
latter authorized persons as Mohelim for the various communities. 
The writer is very much grieved on account of Sar Shalom's 
anger with him. A Jew in his town had a boy for circumcision 
and chose a certain Yefet to perform the rite, as he did it 
gratuitously. But another person, Yefet b. Solomon, the physician 
(called Abu'l-Tafal), came and produced a document of authoriza- 
tion from the Gaon to the effect that he only should be the 
Mohel in the whole district. The writer declared the document 
as a forgery, with the result that the rejected Mohel slandered 
him to the Gaon. From the pitiful letter it is evident how 
Sar Shalom held his subordinates in dread. By his policy of 
authorization he tapped a source of income. This Mohel, for 
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example, must have paid a certain sum to the Gaon, and in his 
turn claimed gratuities for the performance of the rite. 

The following list of the principals of the Egyptian school can 
now be construed : 

David b. Daniel, Nasi and ' head of the academy of the 

Diaspora' (rt^lw) about 1083-94. \ 

[Joshua b. Dosa?, no Gaon] before nai. 

Masliah Hakkohen, Rosh 2pT pto 1127-38. 
Abraham b. Mazhir, Rosh 2\>y JKU r\3W after 1141. 

[Moses Hallevi b. Nataneel the ' Sixth ' ?, see above, 

p. 234, note 3, end.] 
Netaneel Hallevi, 'head of the academy of the 

Diaspora 9 1 1 60-6 5. 

Sar Shalom Hallevi, Rosh apjp \m nn^ 1170-89. ] 

(About a Joseph b. Jacob 3pjp pro rn*B* e*n in ian, see : 
A. D. 29, 1.) The grandson of Maimonides, David, bore the title 
Plim b® nnav BUO, by which also went his grandson Joshu'a, as 
well as the latter's son David (A. D. 33, 4, 6). 

So far no holders of the dignity of Ab in the Egyptian school 
are known. It is also doubtful whether it possessed a college of 
seven scholars, as was the case in Palestine. 1 The literary 
achievements of the Egyptian Gaonate were still poorer than 
those of the Holy Land. High-sounding titles and exaggerated 
eulogies were the fashion of the time. But no proof is available 
of the scholarly eminence of the persons thus eulogized. When 
so much time and energy were spent on communal strife and 

1 As regards the school in Damascus, Benjamin of Tudela (Itinerary, ed. Adler, 
31) found there the Gaon 'Azarya (or Ezra), his brother Sar Shalom Ab, and Joseph 
nWO HPBfm. As Pozn. (R.E.J., XL VIII, 164, note 2) rightly suggests, for 
H5Win we should read H5*^6?n ' the Third (Also more appropriate would be 
JTTDrD than PQ*|5*2 # ) Whether there existed four more dignitaries numbered 
from four to seven is unknown. Benjamin mentions also Masliah J&Tin TIDH 
who may have held some office in the school. Meir D^nn and Joseph 

b. al-Plat rO^n *ttD s were probably patrons of the academy and received their 
respective titles in recognition of their services (see also A. D, 20, 7). In the Bagdad 
school (in the twelfth century) we hear of no numbered scholars heading the 
college (iTVQn). On the other hand, the school was divided into ten sections 
(m:W)> the heads of some of them held the titles mWI (TlD) W, -Dim, 
tSWl, and D"H3nn "ltfD respectively (see Benjamin's Itinerary, 39, and cp. 
Pozn., Babyl. Geon. y pp. 16, note 1, 17, note 4, 18, notes 2, 4). The inner organization 
of both these schools is on the whole still obscure (cp. also infra, p. 278 f.). 
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competition for advancement, no adequate attention could be 
paid to study and genuine literary work. No wonder therefore 
that in Spain the whole institution of the Gaonate was held in 
very little esteem in the twelfth century. Maimonides gives us 
his experiences in Palestine and in Egypt in a characteristic 
passage in his Mishnah commentary on Bekhorot. 1 We have 
also read (above, p. 230 f.) how a scholar from a Christian country 
was impressed by the religious knowledge and practice of a part 
of Egyptian Jewry. On the other hand, it should be added, 
Yehuda Hallevi greatly eulogized a number of learned and 
intellectual co-religionists whom he met in the land of the Nile. 
But the persons who gave themselves the imposing titles in 
connexion with the Yeshiba seem not to have deserved them by 
reason of their intellectual eminence. 

(5) Before proceeding to deal in the next section with the 
period of Maimonides, we shall introduce here a scholar from 
Aleppo, Yehiel b. Elyakim, who settled in Egypt and after some 
vicissitudes became Dayyan in Cairo-Fustat (A. D. 24-5). 
A. D. 24 is an epistle from Yehiel to Yefet the Teacher, probably 
in Cairo-Fustat. The writer was travelling in Egypt. He left 
on Wednesday al-Maks (the port of Cairo) in a boat which 
safely reached the Miniyat Zifta district on the following day. 
Probably Yehiel intended to preach there and in this way benefit 
by the local Jews. But the place was in confusion. The people 
were in hiding from the tax-collectors, and our scholar was there 
a; forlorn person. He requests Yefet to inquire after the welfare 
of his household and to continue teaching his boy Elyakim to 
read 'from the four sides, from above and below' (11. 10-11). 
Probably the meaning is that the boy be taught to read from 
whatever side the page faced him. By getting used to this way 

1 4 4 2 dwvi nwn )bx nr naNM vhh® #Kn d^p i?aa n$m bx) 
Y>a 2$ D*nn» rcw» mn dik *£i nvp p\pp anyon paai pan 

panrai r&a w ra<e* Ptn pai apjp \m ra^ S pa pi^n pnsn 
)bm '*sb nwn p \rbit w nan^ (r. diyix) nix i*a tbw tnx 
p^a w«n naai fwm puan nnx painro ao^n nd^ '•died onann 

raw m*\ wnpas^ ns b» onnx nwpDai nnan p*npj ton 

♦ . ♦ nwi? K»V "in"? ai '•a ^a. By anyDn pN Egypt is meant in juxtaposition 
with Palestine (see above, p. 30, note 3, and p. 83). 
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of reading four persons could use one and the same book. We 
must bear in mind that books were* then expensive and rare, as 
each copy had to be written by a professional scribe. Yehiel 
also instructs the teacher Yefet to make the boy familiar with 
the ' blessings while his mother was to see that he said them as 
the occasion arose. Yehiel was poor, yet his children were very 
dear to him. He owed a loan to a certain man. If he be 
pressing for payment, the Sheikh Isma'll al-Tulatuli had promised 
Yehiel to advance the money till he returned from his journey. 
Greetings are sent to X. 'the disciple* b. al-Dayyan, to a young 
man Abu'l-Bayyan, an orphan, to the Sheikh Samuel Rashld, to 
a certain Joshu'a and his brother. The Sheikh Abu'l-Faraj, 
a companion of Yehiel, sends greetings to his family. This letter 
is of interest for the social life of those times. From another 
epistle (note 1) we learn that Yehiel was acting as minister at 
weddings in provincial towns. A person from Kalyub invited 
him to come and officiate at his son's wedding. 

A copy of an interesting legal decision by our scholar we have 
in A. D. 25, i. Yehiel alludes to his having left his native 
place (i.e. Aleppo) for Egypt, where he observed strife in the 
communities about the mention of JW1D ('by authority of 
So-and-so', e.g. the Nagid, Gaon, or Nasi) in documents, at 
wedding banquets and similar functions, during the morning 
service in the synagogue and also before the preacher began his 
discourse. Maimonides was also consulted concerning that 
problem (A. D. 20, 7). The congregation that put the question 
to him bound itself by a ban not to make use of that formula 
at all. Yehiel, however, decided in favour of the formula. From 
the standpoint of the Law (p*i) there was nothing against it. 
He is spoken of as Dyyan in Misraim (Cairo-Fustat). In other 
epistles (nos. 2 and 4) he is styled pniion A certain 

Hananya b. Yehuda requests him to come to Jerusalem to settle 
there some dispute. Benjamin of Tudela found in the Holy City, 
when still under the Crusaders, a community of 200 Jews. 
On the other hand, Petahya found there only one Jew. But 
soon after Saladin's conquest of the city (October 2, 1187), it 
received a new influx of Jewish inhabitants. 1 As will be shown 

1 Indeed Harizi found there, besides pilgrims from France, two organized com- 
munities recruited from Ashkelon and the Magreb. See Takkemont) ed. Kaminka, 
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in the next chapter, a new office was created in Cairo to represent 
the Palestinian Jewry. Its holder was called ' the Nagid of the 
land of Israel and Yehuda ' (rmn«l htTW* p« W): The letter 
here probably dates after 11 87. The Nagid is also mentioned 
(1. 16). A correspondent of Yehiel was Yehuda the Teacher 
b. Aaron the physician fAmmani). The latter is very likely 
identical with the Alexandrian Dayyan eulogized by Yehuda 
Hallevi (no. 4). We found him there in 11 29 (A. D. 14, %). 
When his son Yehuda corresponded with Yehiel, Aaron was 
no longer alive. This Yehuda was also a correspondent of 
Abraham Maimuni. 

(5) In conclusion of this section three private letters from the 
Genizah are discussed as they are of interest for the ordinary life 
of the people (A. D. <26-q&). A lady, by name Maliha, writes to 
her brothers Abu Sa e id and Solomon (A. D. %6). If the epistle 
is her own composition, it would do her much credit. It is 
written in good Hebrew with Paitanic embellishments. Maliha 
seems to have been away with her little daughter, Zoi, for several 
years in Byzantium. Perhaps she was married to a Byzantine 
Jew. Anyhow she desires now to return to Egypt, but is afraid 
to undertake the journey by herself. She would have joined the 
bearers of the letter. But after consulting a 1 scroll of the law * 
for augury, she received an ill-omened reply. She demands 
therefore that one of her brothers should come to Byzantium and 
fetch her home. She alludes to ' our lord the Fourth evidently 

353 = wot ' cnnta roaoo ranm * toi *h innaa * &4>rrv h& s nvoi owa 
fcwnm * p*?3 \wb n*m pnd dwh * fiby ^on on * &rbx s s*hn •a 
*n D^nn vrm * in n vrbxb y * inn 3m p spy *ah i*bm mn 
tawrai # nSyo brp n^hpmn p tm * two -on • tkk> 

jd n^i • id 11 * lorui mm w myo *:n n^n 

* mon ^yn Kin • ^rwn irta DBwnai • rawn nwn r6np Dwycn 

♦ ♦ ♦ tjnn»^ nip^l^ ftrm See also Makamah, 28 (p. 245), and Gr., VI 4 , 305-6. 
Probably the fragment inserted in A. D. 25, 3, dates from the time when the Jerusalem 
community was reorganized after 1187. The writer, Yehiel b. Isaac, inquires of a 
Rabbi (probably in Egypt) how to dispose of the sum of money the latter gave for 
the erection of a ritual bath. Yehiel established such a one in his own house. In the 
Shiloah no bathing is permitted by the n on- Jews. The fragment contains only 
the end of the epistle (wherein other details were probably mentioned) and the 
postscript. Yehiel sent previously another epistle to the Rabbi through a non-Jew 
from Fustat whose father resided in Jerusalem. 

2240 O 
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a relative of hers. She thus came from a learned family and it 
would not be unusual for her to have possessed a good knowledge 
of the Hebrew language. 

In A. D. 27 we have a letter from a husband to his wife in 
Cairo-Fustat, dated Rosh Hodesh Kislev at Sammanud. The 
epistle, written in Hebrew, is addressed to the Reader Abu'l 
Bay yan, who probably would translate its contents to the woman. 
Why her husband did not write to her directly in Jewish Arabic, 
which was the native language of the Egyptian Jews, is difficult 
to say. 1 He was a scribe who, owing to lack of employment, 
travelled in the provincial towns to find work. He just left 
Cairo-Fustat on Thursday and spent the Sabbath in Benhe. 
His wife is requested to look after their boy. A certain Isaac 
b. Baruk is also mentioned. 

Finally we have a letter from the wife of Solomon the scribe 
to her husband. The handwriting is probably from the thirteenth 
century and even later. The lady calls herself PMD ttH, Donna 
WiD, which would point to Italian origin. Her husband left his 
home for the purpose of obtaining release from taxes. A certain 
Solomon, the physician, is to intervene for him. Meanwhile his 
wife was told that he intended leaving for Turkey. This she 
absolutely vetoes. Several letters sent by her and her children j 
were left unanswered by her husband Solomon the scribe. If he 
persists in his intention, their family concord will be broken. 
There is one daughter grown up and suitable for marriage. 
Their married daughter is in certain circumstances and must not 
be inflicted with pain. People will scandalize them by saying : 
There is a respectable man leaving his wife and family and 
wandering about in the world. 

(1) The period of Maimonides has been the subject of numerous 
studies. It is not intended to write here a new life of the great 
sage. 2 Only additional material, which the Genizah furnishes, 

1 Perhaps the letter was purposely addressed to a well-known person in the town 
to make it easier for the bearer of the letter to deliver it. 

2 The latest biography is by Eppenstein in Mose ben Maimon^ II, iff. See 
Poznanski's review in Z.f. H. B., 1917, 59 ff. ; that Maimonides was Nagid (ibid., 
p. 61) is mentioned nowhere. The title D v, "6n was given to several other 
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will be discussed. Maimonides' activity in Egypt really falls 
within the reign of Saladin and his successors and hence beyond 
the scope of the present treatise. Moreover, the data given here 
are very scrappy and allow as yet no connected account. 

In 13*1, a few years after Maimonides' death, we find in 
Fustat an eminent scholar Joseph Rosh Hasseder b. Jacob Rosh 
be Rabbanan (b. c Ali Rosh Hakkahal). As shown in A. D. 29, 1-2, 
Jacob (also styled pin) was probably a native of Babylon. 
He was the author of a work codifying the laws of Shehita. 
It is unknown whether he left his native country for Egypt, where 
his son resided. Joseph wrote a commentary on the Haftarot. 
The colophon of this work is of interest since it tells us about 
the Bible commentaries of Sa'adya, Aaron b. Sarjadu, Samuel 
b. Hofni, Isaac b. Samuel the Spaniard, Berakeel, and Joshiah b. 
"•Don, which Joseph read and utilized. He was also the author of 
an Arabic commentary on the Mishnah, wherein very likely he 
followed in the footsteps of Maimonides. On the whole he showed 
little originality in his literary work, extensively drawing upon 
his predecessors. It may be assumed that he was personally 
acquainted with Maimonides. As to his title Rosh Hasseder, 
it should be noted that Joseph ibn Aknin, Maimonides' favourite 
disciple, was styled likewise. 

In the second half of the twelfth century we hear of an 'Obadya 
(al-Rais Abu'l Ridha), ' Nagid of the land of Israel and Yehuda ' 
(A. D. 29, 3). He was a member of a scholarly family, patrons 
of the 'academy* (probably of Egypt). Nothing further is 
known of this Nagid's activities. The character of his office will 
be discussed in the next chapter (see also above, p. 241). 
Perhaps Joshiah Hannasi corresponded with him (A. C. 30, 3) 

when writing to tnm bxiw pN T3J * miynn TM. 1 

dignitaries (see infra, p. 262). Also Abu'l Barakat b. El'azar was no Nagid (see 
infra 1 p. 250). , 

1 'Obadya's son was perhaps Joseph with whom Harizi came into contact in 
Cairo- Fustat, and benefited by his generosity. See Tahkemoni, ed. Kaminka, 353 : 

inpna * xbt* ynv pa pm • ircApn p>m pm • ffown nroD v:ik irn 

V^JJBJD j1*K501. The fiftieth Makamah also contains a poem in his honour (see 

Catal of Montefiore Library, p. 107 : Hfl p * fWVin TIpD *|DV> 

bl iTTOy ^nVDn). It is true that Harizi does not mention 'Obadya by the title 
Nagid, but neither does he style Abraham Maimuni as such. 

Q a 
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A correspondent of Maimonides was probably X. al-Fayyumi 
b. Sa'adya (A. D. 29, 4). The sage is styled 'the teacher of 
righteousness 9 (pT* miD, see also A. D. 30) by reason of his 
works that were a guide to Israel (see also infra, p. 267). 
His son (i.e. Abraham) is also greeted (1. 1 5). The writer flatters 
his correspondent as the author of 1 beautiful poems 9 (1. 5). But 
we know that Maimonides' fame was not due to his achievements 
in this branch of literature. As was the fashion of the time, 
he would compose his Hebrew letters in rhymed prose. An 
admirer might have regarded them as poetry. But the sage's 
whole bent lay in a direction quite removed from the imaginative 
flights of the muse. 1 The writer of our epistle is much pressed 
for time and only sends a few lines in order to keep up the 
friendship with his distinguished correspondent. He may be 
identical with the father of Netaneel b. Fayyumi, the author of 
the theological work, Bustan al-'Ukul (ed. Levine, New York, 
1908). 2 

Having completed his Mishnah Commentary in 1168, 
Maimonides was soon recognized as a scholar of renown. 
Already in 17 11 a Ketuba drawn up in Fustat is issued by 
' his authority ' (A. D. so, 5 a ). He thus had charge of the local 
Bet- Din. He is styled 'the great Rabbi in Israel', a title he 
already then fully deserved. Two years later he took an active 
part in obtaining the ransom-money for Jewish prisoners who 
probably hailed from Christian countries. Possibly on this 
occasion he wrote the circular letter to the communities of 
Damirah, Jaujar, Sammanud, Damsls, and Sunbat (A. D. 29, 5). 
He imparted in Egypt instruction to a number of disciples and 
seems to have been at the head of a school. But Talmudic 
studies were pursued only to a small extent (A. D. 29, 4). 
It should, however, be borne in mind that our sage was a very 
busy man. What with his official duties as court physician, his 
large private clientele and his own studies, very little time for 
teaching was left to him. 

1 See Gr., VI 4 , 267. Yet he composed a number of verses, see Bacher, Mtschr., 
LIII, 581 ff. Cp. also Harkavy, D*3&* M DTO, VII, 52 (in Hebrew Graetz, IV). 

2 That the book was composed by the father of Jacob to whom Maimonides sent 
his Iggeret Taiman, as Livine takes it for granted, cannot be ascertained from the 
work (see also Arab, Lit., § 147 a ; Eppenstein, Mose b. Maimon, II, 1914, p. 45). 
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An interesting letter from a correspondent in Kalne (Rakkah, 
where Benjamin of Tudela found about 700 Jews) 1 to his friend 
in Egypt we have in A. D. 30. The date of the epistle is either 
1505 Sel. 2 (1194 C. E.) or three years later (if the correct reading 
is 1508 Sel. ; 1540 Sel. is very unlikely). The writer first salutes 
'our master' Moses 'the teacher of righteousness ' (1. 45, most 
likely Maimonides) and his son (i.e. Abraham), then R. Halfon 
and his son, R. *Ali and his son-in-law, the profound scholar 
Mishael (very likely b. 'Uzziel, see Steinschneider, Arab. Literatur, 
§ 167), his sons and nephew, a certain scholar X., further, all the 
'disciples', headed by Joseph and X., and finally R. Menahem 
(see infra, 247, note 1, end). The writer had thus several 
acquaintances in Cairo-Fustat, where he probably stayed for 
some time. Business took him to Rakkah. But he was dis- 
pleased with his surroundings as they offered him no intellectual 
scope. He would have liked to leave his place of residence, 
where he was even the owner of whole streets, and return to Egypt 
' in the hope of becoming famous in poetry as before. But first 
he must arrange his private affairs and provide maintenance for 
his children (1. 15 ff.). His friend's letters that reached him on 
Sivan 20th quite overwhelmed him by reason of their beauty of 
poetic diction. His correspondent's identity cannot be ascertained. 
He inquired about the excellent glosses by which 4 our master 9 
(WW, no doubt Maimonides, as he was the only person styled so 
in our epistle) elucidated the Halakot (1. 34 ff.). Probably 
reference is made here to the sage's explanations of certain 
passages in his Mishnah Torah. 3 The writer of our epistle 
states that he asked R. Joseph about thern and he knew nothing 
of the whole affair. Very likely Joseph b. Aknin, Maimonides' 
favourite disciple, is meant, who lived in Aleppo since about 1187 

1 Itinerary, ed. Adler, 33: mho 60H iTpKlk IHK DV 
f _____ 

Dwamn pN npiwi u»p pK n^nnn (v.i. roJ>a is more correct) 
hiro mo torn mj H wt dbwui d*iw Eti im rui • w mfm 

tbwvb ^210 inte VHtV PHD nD» OBI * *pt 'll. About Rakkah see 
Le Strange, Palestine under the Moslems, 518. 

n • • • • 

HpriN ; the H is doubtful, and can also be taken as rl or D. 
3 A number of these are to be found in his responsa to Jonathan Hakkohen of 
Lunel, and also to the Dayyan Pinhas b. Meshullam of Alexandria, see Kobes, 
I, 6* ff., 26*. 
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(see Munk, Notice sur Joseph b. Jehouda, 53, and Pozn., BabyL 
Geon.y 30 ff.). It seems that Joseph sent to Maimonides (?) a 
request for the correct text of certain passages (1. 27 f.). That 
our writer had connexions with Aleppo we learn from the next 
lines (28 ff.). His Egyptian correspondent gave him some 
directions about certain Talmudical commentaries. He forthwith 
sent a messenger from Kalne to R. Samuel and R. Abraham in 
Aleppo. But meanwhile the former arrived at Kalne by another 
route and had with him only the Commentary on Berakot. 
(Probably the work of either R. Nissim or R. Hananel is meant 
here.) This R. Samuel inquired after the welfare of their 
Egyptian friend and congratulated him on his marriage. 

Then follow details of business transactions between the two 
correspondents. The writer in Kalne does not desire to part 
with a certain headdress since he possesses in his whole stock 
none like it. He regrets to have taken a sum of money from 
R. 'Ali for a garment of foxes' fur. If possible let him refund 
himself from the bearer of the epistle. A certain thing is with 
Abu'l-Zahak in Damascus. His correspondent authorized him 
to take 7 d., but of this sum he had so far received 50 silver pieces 
(very likely dirhems). From the whole transaction hardly any 
profit will accrue to him. Here we have a typical letter, written 
in rhymed prose and dealing with literature and business 
simultaneously. While following their material pursuits in life 
these two friends keep their spiritual needs in the forefront. 
In showing us that the Jew of those times was not merely intent 
on money-making, this letter has a peculiar interest of its own. 

We insert here an epistle (A. D. 30* recto, by appearance 
dating from the beginning of the thirteenth century) addressed 
to a certain scholar R. Yehoseph. The writer, who lived in 
Damascus, reports of the movements of Rabbi Joseph, who is 
perhaps identical with ibn Aknln. Owing to sickness and the 
dangers of the road the writer could not as yet return to the place 
of residence of R. Yehoseph. Yet he is longing for the congenial 
company of learned people. During the summer he hopes to be 
able to make the journey. The previous winter R. Joseph was 
ill in Baalbec 1 but he could not visit him on his sick bed. 

1 r\b$2. See Benjamin of Tudela {Itinerary, ed. Adler, 31) : Q&JD* 
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R. Joseph has recovered and arrived safely at Damascus, where 
his friends tried to detain him and enable him to settle but 
apparently met with no success. On verso a Nagid is condoled 
on the death of a scholar R. 'Uzziel. Perhaps the father of the 
above-mentioned Mishael is meant. 

One of Maimonides' contemporaries was the Alexandrian 
Dayyan Anatoli b. Joseph, who seems to have been a native of 
Lunel (A. D. 32, note 6), though the name suggests Anatolia in 
Byzantium. Soon after his arrival at Alexandria Anatoli intro- 
duced himself by letter to the Fustat sage and was subsequently 
in further correspondence with him (A. D. 32, nos. 2-3). He 
survived Maimonides and seems to have become a recognized 
authority. A. D. 31 is an epistle from 'his servant Menahem > 
to our Anatoli, dated Kislev 1524 Sel. (=1212 C. E.). The 
Dayyan is addressed with great respect. It may be that he 
resided then in Cairo-Fustat (since the letter comes from the 
Genizah), where he held a high communal office. Menahem, 
evidently a dignitary in a provincial community, reminds Anatoli 
of the donation which the latter's congregation promised for the 
repair of a synagogue (in a certain settlement of Jews). This 
house of prayer is now without a ceiling and the rain is coming 
in. A certain Dhaliah and his friends, the worshippers at this 
synagogue, keep on writing to Menahem about the donation of 
which he now reminds Anatoli. His disciples are saluted. 
The writer is perhaps identical with his namesake mentioned 
above (p. 245). 1 Evidently Anatoli imparted knowledge to 
a circle of students. Another epistle to him is from Yehoseph b. 
Samuel (the Babylonian?), who signs himself 'the smallest of his 
servants and attendants' (A. D. 32, 1). The writer was probably 

1 Harizimet in Cairo-Fustat a Dayyan, Menahem b. Isaac, whom he greatly 
eulogized. See Tahkemoni, ed. Kaminka, 352 : W D^VD pSC THIlSn 

w pso roimi . # . (Fustat) d^vd son iw*nn * huhd 

. . , &t pnv 'an Tonn p oroD "an jnn Kin * irwDM nt^i inujn • innjn 

In the other town (i. e. Cairo) lived Abraham Maimuni. A poem in Menahem's 
honour is also found in the fiftieth Makamah (p. 395 : \2 DrDD >JTOT r&Nl 

DT yw W }*>N -\m * DCito pn pJW). I doubt whether he is 
identical with the writer of the above epistle. 
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the Rabbi of a provincial community. 1 He informs Anatoli that 
before he receives a document (of the Bet-Din) signed by our 
scholar, he will not hand over certain things that are in his 
possession. A certain Abraham Hakkohen of Magreb arrived 
with a deed of guardianship, which, however, had not Anatoli's 
signature. The writer is therefore reluctant to accept this 
document unless it be verified by Anatoli. 

(%) A number of data are collected in A. D. 33 about Abraham 
Maimuni and his descendants. 2 The dignity of Nagid was held 
by this family for several generations. Abraham became Nagid 
probably in 1205, soon after the demise of his great father. We 
have traced his activity from documents dating between 1309-31 
(no. 1). His son David was born in (not iais as 

Steinschneider, Arab. Lit., § 160, states). Only fifteen years of 
age when his father died (1237), David became Nagid in Ab 1238 
at a very tender age (no. 2). In course of time he became head 
of a school (n^ nra^ KWi). For several years he was away 
in Akko (no. 3). His son and successor Abraham was appointed 
Nagid already in his father's lifetime (no. 4). Of his three sons 
Moses, 'Obadya, and Joshu'a, the last attained the Nagid 
dignity. He died in 1355. Sambari states that his brother 
'Obadya survived him for two years (1357). But from the frag- 
ment given here (no. 5) we learn the reverse. Jacob YWpn b. Isaac 
(b. David of Magreb) sends from Hebron condolences to Joshu'a 
Nagid on the death of 'Obadya. This chorister and the whole 
congregation in Hebron were in dire need. It seems that they 
could only afford to employ one communal servant, viz. a VWD 
^not even styled Hazzan), i.e. one who intones the prayers. The 
Nagid is asked to help these poor people. Joshu'a was styled 
nnnh? nnw mi just as his grandfather David (no. 6). A few 

1 Perhaps he is the father of ^OW 2171 }2 /KTCDi? who signs the circular 

letter issued by the Nasi Jesse b. Hezekiah b. Jesse of Damascus, dated Tammuz, 
5046 a.m. (= 1286 c. £.), against those that agitated against Maimonides , More 
Nebukim (see Kobes, III, 22*, bottom; cp. also Poznanski, Babyl. Geon., 123-4). 
One of the signatories is also Perahyab. Nissim, who lived in Fustat (see A. D. 20, 7, 
end). Our Samuel b. Yehoseph may have then also resided somewhere in Egypt 
(cp. A. D. 33, 6). 

• The most recent biography by Eppenstein, Abr. Maimuni, sein Leben u. seme 
Schriften, nebst Proben aus seinem Pentateuchkommentar, Berlin, 1914, is only 
known to me from Poznanski's review in Z.f.H. B., 1916, 9-1 1. 
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data are also discussed bearing on JoshuVs son, David, who for 
a time occupied the dignity of Nagid and presided over the 
school. But certain unknown circumstances compelled him to 
leave Egypt for Damascus and Aleppo. 

A number of fragments, attributed to Abraham Maimuni, are 
critically analysed in A. D. 34. As a result only one of them is 
a genuine product of the Nagid, while another forms the end of 
an epistle sent to him soon after his father's death (nos. 4 and 1). 
The remainder, except one coming from a Nasi who perhaps 
resided in Bagdad (no. 3), deals with the Bagdad academy 
(nos. 2 and 5), a subject not of direct connexion with our theme 
here, though Egyptian Jewry kept up relations with the centre 
of learning that was re-established in the twelfth century in the 
capital, of 'Irak. 

(3) In conclusion a number of prominent Jews in Egypt are 
introduced who were not dealt with in the preceding pages. 
A. D. 35, i, mentions Sar Shalom, 'head of the congregation', who 
is also styled 1 the mighty dignitary \ (Ab)-Bet-Din and 4 Alluf of 
the academy Menasse, a grandson (or descendant) of Shema'ya 
(perhaps Shema'ya Gaon, see A. C. 28, 1-2, and Pozn., BabyL 
Geon. y no) requests a Reader X. b. Sadok Hassopher to use his 
influence on Sar Shalom that the latter send an epistle in his own 
handwriting to the Alexandrian community on behalf of this 
Menasse. Evidently he was about to go there in order to take 
up a communal position. He hopes to be there before New 
Year. Let Sar Shalom write to the local Reader and congregation 
in favour of Menasse. He encloses some remarks about the 
dealings of the people of Sahragt. If his friend .thinks it 
advisable, let him show them to Sar Shalom. If our Menasse 
was a descendant of Shema e ya Gaon, then it is possible that he 
lived in the second half of the twelfth century, and hence Sar 
Shalom can be identical with Zuta. But the handwriting has an 
earlier appearance. Also the title * Alluf of the academy ' held 
by Sar Shalom, and also by the Reader X. b. Sadok, points to 
an earlier time when the Babylonian schools existed in the 
eleventh century, though it is likely that the title was also 
bestowed by the Bagdad Geonim in the following centuries. 

An important elder was Halfon b. Isaac (no. 2). Both father 
and son were given honorary titles, viz. 1 the generous one of the 
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congregations ' and { the desire of the congregations ' respectively. 
Halfon was also a patron of the academy and was styled ' the 
favourite of the school His acquaintances were two namesakes, 
Halfon Hallevi b. Nataneel and Halfon Hallevi b. Menasse 
(b. al-sy»KDp). A very important Katib in the time of Maimonides 
was Abu'l Barakat Yehuda Hakkohen b. El'azar (no. 3). It is 
impossible to identify him with Netaneel Hallevi Gaon (as Pozn., 
BabyL Geon. } 103, does) as is evident from the difference of their 
names as well as their fraternity. Abu'l Barakat's son, El'azar, 
was also an important state official, going by the name Sa*ad 
al-Mulk 'the happiness of the kingdom'. In a document of 
1 1 76 C. E. we read also about an eminent physician Yekutiel 
whose father Moses was a Katib and also 1 superintendent of the 
merchants ' (different namesakes are evidently those mentioned 
in a document of 1093 c. E., see A. B. <z, note 3). In no. 4 we 
hear of a Shemarya Nagid (b. David ?), but nothing further is 
known about his exact time and activities. If he be identical 
with the Nagid to whom Harizi's Tahkemoni is dedicated (by 
the copyist?) 1 , then we have a terminus a quo. The names of 
a few Jewish physicians in Egypt are given in no. 5, viz. Ephraim 
b. Yefet (in Fustat, 1066 c. E.), Elijah styled 'the important 
dignitary 1 (his son Levi was also apparently a state official), and 
Zekarya b. Elijah Rosh Hakkahal (both father and son seem to 
have been influential persons). 

From the good wishes of winning favour with ' the king and 
the dignitaries it appears that Abraham b. El'azar (no. 6) was 
in the employment of the state. Likewise in no. 8 a great 
dignitary, a Levite, is saluted, and the hope is expressed that he 
find favour in the eyes of 1 the king, the Wezlr, the Court ladies, 
the eunuchs, the lords of the realm, and all the men of the 
government*. The person addressed seems also to have been 
a scholar. Finally we hear of a number of Dayyanim in Fustat 
and elsewhere (no. 7). As in the whole of this section, it is only 
fragmentary and disconnected material that could be offered 
here in the hope that the gaps will be filled up as further Genizah 
finds are made accessible. 

1 Bodl. 2517 contains Harizi's Tahkemoni with a dedication to a Nagid Shemaryah 
b. David. 



CHAPTER VI 



The Communal Organization. 

We have reviewed the life of the Jews in Egypt and in 
Palestine during more than two centuries. A large number of 
communal officials and dignitaries as well as other persons 
bearing honorific titles have come to our notice. It is therefore 
necessary to attempt to reconstruct, in more or less systematic 
a manner, the communal organization which these Jewries 
developed. Without such a discussion this treatise would lack 
the finale which is required by way of summarizing and also 
supplementing what is to be learned from the preceding 
investigations. 

i. The leading political position in the community was held 
by the Nagid. The origin of this office is still obscure (see 
Berli ner, Magazin, XVII, 5°~^> Neubauer, J, Q. R.> IX, 55^> 
and Gottheil, J.E., V, 68-9). Sambari (in Neub. I, iT5ff.) 
indeed tells us that the daughter of the Bagdad Caliph al-Tai 
(who ascended the throne in 363 A. H. == 973 C.E.) married the 
King of Egypt. On her arrival in 366 A. H. 1 she began to inquire 
into the constitution of her new country and discovered that the 
Jews had no political head corresponding to the Exilarch in 
Babylon. Her husband thereupon sent to 'Irak for a member of 
the Davidic family, whom he appointed as Nagid over the 
Egyptian Jewry. Sambari in his account copies almost verbally 
Dayid b. Zimra's well-known responsum about the Negidut 
office (I'm n>, III, no. 509). 2 But it is remarkable that none 

1 y~m6 ro^Dn nxn rrwb nopfn wsbx 'n *on Djn&$>r6 Sow jwni 

'131 DH¥D. But 366 a. h. = 976/7 c. E. y whereas 4745 a. m. = 985. 

2 Frumkin, p. 18, quotes this responsum, and remarks, quite un- 
warrantedly, on the passage : DnVB i?D D^KJJDBM flobtb imp ^ <fe& ' 

(wbn& nd> jvvwn thin bx ppfen am) 'na^Ka ?k nbm *np:>n inx. 

Frumkin thus makes the Negidut to have originated in the reign of the last Fatimid 
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of the Negidim, known to us, claimed Davidic descent. As if to 
prove his assertion, Sambari (ibid., 116 and 133) states that the 
Nasi Yehuda b. Joshiah, the contemporary of Maimonides (above, 
p. 175), was also Nagid. But this is not confirmed by any other 
source and is not probable. On the other hand we have found 
Nesiim in Egypt who were contemporaries of Negidim of non- 
Davidic descent. Together with Meborak Nagid we have David 
Hannasi b. Daniel, while the former's son Moses Nagid and 
likewise Samuel Hannagid b. Hananya were the patrons of 
Nesiim, as can be gathered from their respective titles 'the 
standard of the Nesiut ' and ' the help of the Nesiut ' (nwtwn \>T\ 
and ntlWJH nry, see A. B. 20, II, 1 ; A. D. 8 and 17 ; cp. also 
above, p. 233). 

The Negidut was probably a sequel of the conquest of Egypt 
by the Fatimids in 969. An exilarch living in Bagdad could 
naturally no longer wield any authority over the Jews of the new 
empire.' Moreover, it became a political contingency to make 
these independent from a dignitary appointed by the 'Abbasid 
Caliph of Bagdad. The first Nagid was most likely Paltiel, who 
is reported to have had such a large share in the conquest of the 
country of the Nile (above, p. 16). The Akima'as Chronicle 
indeed states that he was the head over all Jewish communities 
within the Fatimid realm. 1 His successor was his son Samuel. 
But after the latter's death the office seems to have been divided. 
We find thus in the first half of the eleventh century the Negidim 
Abraham b. c Ata and Jacob b. 'Arnram in Kairowan (see 
N. S., IX, 162-3, and above, p. 144). Probably the 
communities of Ifrikiyya were represented by the Nagid, who 
resided in Kairowan. Till about 1044 North Africa, under 
rulers of the Sanhaja Berbers, seated at Mahdiya (near Kairowan), 
acknowledged the suzerainty of the Fatimid Caliphs. But then 
Mo'izz, the ruling governor, joined the orthodox Sumnites and 
accepted a new investiture from the 'Abbasid Caliph in 1046. 
After some warfare, Mo'izz maintained his independence in 

Caliph al-'Adid ( 1 160-7 1, see above, p. 229), nearly two centuries after the real 
creation of the office ! And Gottheil (/. c.) makes of this an 1 Egyptian Calif 'Adud 
al-Daulah (977-82) *, quoting our very Frumkin !! 
1 Neub., II, 130 : Dn*M D^in * DJ> n&lp^ (r. IHBfl) JMOfl btVvb* '1 
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Mahdiya, and henceforth the rulers of Egypt had no authority 
farther west than Barka (see L.-P. 137-8). 

We have to deal here with the Egyptian Negidim. A highly 
interesting account of the installation of a Nagid has been 
published by Mr. Elkan N. Adler in J. Q. R. y IX, 717-18. 1 
The new Nagid recounts how still in the lifetime of his predecessor 
he distinguished himself as a scholar and preacher. The Caliph 
designated him as the political head of Jewry, while still several 
years previously the Nasi Hasdai honoured him by the bestowal 
of the title 1 crown of the lords' (on^n may). Since then it 
became evident that he was to be the successor of the Nagid. 
His authority has been confirmed by the Nasi as well as by the 
Gaon of Palestine. Had not the government taken the initiative 
by bestowing upon him the dignity, the support of the Gaon 
alone would have sufficed. But now his position has been doubly 
strengthened since the academy accepted the candidate chosen 
by the government. 

The Nasi Hasdai probably resided in Egypt. He cannot be 
identical with the Exilarch of Babylon, as Kaufmann thinks. 
As the fragment dates most likely from the Fatimid period, it is 
obvious that the Bagdad Exilarch would have no influence 
whatever in the matter of appointing the chief political repre- 
sentative of Egyptian Jewry. We have found above several 
Nesiim in Palestine and Syria towards the end of the tenth 
. century and onwards. Likewise it is likely that members of the 
Davidic family resided in Egypt prior to David b. Daniel. We 
have seen above (p. in fif.) that during Solomon b. Yehuda's 
Gaonate a Nasi settled in Jerusalem who previously stayed for 
some time in the country of the Nile. The authority of these 
Nesiim was more of a moral than a political character. When 
the writer of the above account states that he was holding the 
dignity 'by permission of our lord the Exilarch under whose 
royal sceptre we and all Israel belong and all of us hold fast to 
the true God and to the Nesiut', 2 we have to regard it as 

1 See also Kaufmann, ibid., X, 162-4, and Pozn., Babyl. Geon., 1 12-13. 

2 p. 717 : uroN ivx nbm pan want* tvcr-D inns * nyn nmy *on •oi 
nysmi j»k vAaa rrpmnD utai inirfe nnn own bmw 

iniiWJ . This Exilarch is no doubt identical with nv5>3 B>fcO fcOB^n 

^fcHB^ b$ mentioned before. The lacuna between WDfl . . , WW IJ^BO 
should be filled out by [in ID]. 
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a flattering literary flourish subject to much discount. As far as 
could be gathered from the fragments discussed above, the 
Nesiim had only a spiritual hold on the people. As descendants 
of King David, they would bestow honorary titles on distinguished 
members of the communities, as will be seen farther on. If a Nasi 
happened to be a scholar in addition he would be able to assert 
increased influence and authority. 

Now the author of the above account was given by the Nasi 
the title ' the crown of the dignitaries ' (trnw may) several years 
before he became Nagid. Indeed we find the Negidim Meborak 
and his son Moses styled by this title (see A. B. 20, II, 1 ; 
A. D. 8). The Nagid usually went by the honorific name of 
D^n^n *w ('the dignitary of the dignitaries'), and thus are the very 
same Meborak and Moses addressed (I.e.). It is obvious that 
they have been given the former title prior to their having 
become Negidim. Moreover, Samuel Hannagid's son, Moses 
( = Yahya), is designated as D*WD may and as 'candidate for the 
Negidut', nrwb (A. D. 17, 1). We may therefore safely 

assume that the Nagid designate used to be known in the 
community as 'the crown of the dignitaries'. By bestowing this 
title on the author of the above fragment, the Nasi indicated his 
desire that he should be the successor of the contemporary 
Nagid. Probably the writer is identical with Yehuda Nagid, 
Meborak's brother, who was also a scholar and held the title 
Resh Kallah. Both the Nasi and the Palestinian Gaon were in 
favour of his election. His predecessor Yehoseph Nagid, the 
grandson of the famous Paltiel, was still in office during the lifetime 
of Daniel b. 'Azarya (above, p. 184). As the Gaon of Palestine 
is not styled here also Nasi, it is to be inferred that Yehuda 
became Nagid after 1062 C. E. when Elijah Hakkohen occupied 
already the presidency of the academy. Meborak was assigned 
for the Negidut office already in his brother's lifetime and is 
therefore styled Dnpn msy, and likewise his son and successor 
Moses. Samuel Hannagid's son, Moses, though made a can- 
didate for the dignity, did not however actually succeed his 
father. This was probably due to the intrigues of Zuta, who 
denounced Samuel and caused his deposal for 66 days (above, 

P. 335). 

We are thus able to give the following chronology of the 
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Negidim. Beginning with Paltiel, the dignity was handed on to 
his son Samuel and the latter's son Yehoseph (died about 
1065 c. E.). It was then transferred to the important court 
physician Yehuda b. Saadya (e. 1065-79), an ^ subsequently to 
his brother Meborak (c. 1079-1110) and the latter's son Moses 
(died about 1140). On the demise of the last Nagid, the Caliph's 
favourite physician, Abu Mansur (Samuel b. Hananya), became 
the political head of the Egyptian Jewry (c. 1140-59). For the 
next half-century, till the elevation of Abraham Maimuni to 
the office in 1205, no clear information is accessible as to the 
holders of the dignity. An unscrupulous person (Zuta = Sar 
Shalom) appeared on the scene, but he was not recognized by 
the community. With Abraham Maimuni the Negidut again 
remained the privilege of one family for several generations. 
Most of the Negidim were court physicians and for this reason 
could use their influence on behalf of that section of ' the people 
of tribute ' that was under their charge. 

The Arabic title of the Nagid was Rals al-Yahud. His 
functions were to represent all the Jews, to serve them as legal 
authority and as judge in conformity with their laws, to watch 
over the contracting of marriages, the pronouncing of the ban, and 
the turning in prayer to the proper Kiblah. The Muhammedans 
looked to him for protection against Jews, The custom has 
been that the Rais should be of the Rabbinite community to 
the exclusion of the other communities, though he sat in judgement 
over all the three sections, Rabbanite, Karaite, and Samaritan. 1 

1 Firkowicz (as cited by Gurland, "UJ, I, 61, no. 36) knows of a Karaite 

Nagid Samuel b. Isaiah Iskandri, who died in 1062 c. e. A supposed colophon of 
a Book of Precepts, composed by Israel b. Daniel, is said to contain this information. 

Firkowicz writes: D^Dipn DHSDH DpJSD WDT K»M TJJn !>KW KV1 

n^n naon : b m n (Eupatoria) mbmh fWi bnp wpno d^pitd tome 
p*pa ^nnv^n bw:i nn mwoN pnn hxiw 'an 'to *»npne> nwon ibd 
fym kth \i$> 457 met nnw rwa vtddp a'ain jnnn 
iwn mp> rnnn p # jp mnae njpa (H. 457 reaiiy = 1064/5 c.b.) r\wxh 
^aa nwntn my hnp inpo « wm *fh® brtin 

rwy w n'n rvwaoK wyw* n"n nw bm& wan mio &W\*\i 

DnVD3 (i. e. Rabbinites !) 21^2 vJ? D31 &OpD ^Jp D3 \0V b&wb HHI HUID 
♦ ♦ . Wiltf btrW Yby We have seen in the text that through- 
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In short the Rals of the Jews took the place of the Patriarch of 
the Christians : so Kalkashandi (cited by Gottheil, J. Q. R., 
XIX, 500-1; cp. also ibid., XVIII, 21). The Nagid would 
relegate some of his powers to subordinate dignitaries. The 
local Jewish courts in several provincial towns are stated, as we 
have seen before, to have been appointed by the Nagid by whose 
authority the documents are issued. On the other hand we have 
documents issued by Masliah Gaon, while in 1 139 we have courts 
appointed by a dignitary Solomon who was no Nagid. Also 
Joshu'a b. Dosa had authority over the (or a) Bet-Din in Fustat 
(above, p. 217 f.) in 11 44, when Samuel b. Hananya was Nagid. 
It is therefore evident that some of the prerogatives of the Nagid 
were also granted to other communal leaders of eminence, either 
of scholastic or political standing (see farther on sub Dayyan 
al-Yahud). 

In the Hebrew fragments, discussed above, the Negidim are 
given several high-sounding titles such as 'the Mordecai of the 
(present) time' (i.e. champion of Jewry), }Dn Thtttt, maan i>pD, 
tfTnsn T3a, DHVun Til, 6 Nagid of God's people', 'Nagid of 
Israel and Yehuda', ' Nagid of the diaspora ' (as if holding sway 
over the whole community of Israel), and finally D^t^n ns?. 1 
Corresponding to the last title was that of the Nagid designate, 

out the whole of the eleventh century the Negidat was in the hands of the 
Rabbinites. Of a Karaite Nagid there is no mention anywhere else. Moreover, 
had there been such a dignitary in the second half of the eleventh century, he 
would have certainly been mentioned in the memorial list of important contemporary 
Karaites in Fustat (discussed above, p. 176 f.). Firkowicz's statement is very likely 
fictitious ; indeed other objections have been raised as regards the author Israel 
b. Daniel (see Pozn.,/. Q. R.> XIX, 71-8, and in Luncz's Jerusalem, X, nof.). 

1 For these titles see A. B. 20, II, 1 ; 58, 1. 14 ; A. D. 4, 6 ; 8 ; 16 ; 17 ; 19 ; 3$, 4. 
As to JOSI rti¥3S, cp. also Bodl. 1 containing a colophon, dated 1104 c. e., vmb 
nDDDH ntrn \m mm ♦ }D5tf. The jar of manna as well as Aaron's staff, 
placed before the Ark (Exod. 16. 33; Num. 17. 16 ff.), were metaphorically applied 
to a Nagid or another prominent man. Cp. poem 27 in Steinschn eider's JTTlD 

mien mpD (v by pp, i, p. 6) : * fazm rwm pr\ nps>n rot? pn mm it 
nbm? bxn -mi ixhv irn nm \m • )biti ros? dwik **rtoa bxrw vib 

•tan bv ny«1 VnnN pn (Maimonides) Wmn AMD nt 03 • )b. Yet the under- 

lying idea of these metaphors is still obscure. According to tradition (Yoma 52 b ) 
the jar as well as the stick were hidden together with the Ark in the time 
of king Joshiah. 
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• crown of the dignitaries ' (cmi vrm). He is also called 
nvraA (p. 254), while a Nagid's son would be styled nvtttyn po 
(A. D. 8). Individual Negidim, if very influential, held also 
other titles. Thus Meborak is called 'viceroy* (*]bnb rp#», 
p. 209), while Samuel Hannagid is eulogized as 1 the right hand 
of the realm' (wtan pn\ nnbnn po\ p. 222,, note 2; A. D. 17). 
Is the latter title a Hebrew adaptation of 'Amln al-Mulk* 
(p. 227, note 1) ? * 

Two Negidim only are so far called mm btrw* pis as 
distinct from c Nagid of Israel and Yehuda viz. 'Obadya b. *Ula 
in the second half of the twelfth century, and Hillel b. Moses in 
the thirteenth century (A. D. 29, 3, see above, p. 243). Now as 
regards the latter we know that in the thirteenth century the 
Nagid dignity was held by Abraham Maimuni and his son David, 
and also in the next century by their descendants Abraham and 
Joshu'a (died 1355, above, p. 248). One should therefore not 
identify the ' Nagid of the land of Israel and Yehuda ' with the 
Egyptian Nagid. Very likely after the reconquest of Palestine 
by Saladin in 1187-92, an official was appointed to look after 
the interests of the Jews in Palestine and in Syria. Before the 
Crusades the Egyptian Nagid was the political head of these 
Jewries too. But during nearly the whole of the twelfth century 
the Holy Land was in the hands of the warriors of the Cross, and 
the Nagid could exercise no authority there. After Saladin's 
Holy War a new office was created for the political head of the 
Syrian and Palestinian Jewry. Kalkashandi (I.e. 534) indeed 
speaks of a Rals al-Yahud in Sham, who probably went within 
the community by the name of 1 Nagid of the land of Israel and 
Yehuda \ l Accordingly, 'Obadya b. *Ula was the first holder of 
this dignity, and so far only another such Nagid, Hillel b. Moses, 
is known. Whether they resided in Syria or in Cairo at the 
seat of government, cannot be ascertained. 

(2) Next to the Nagid stood * the head of the congregations ' 

1 That by 4 the land of Israel ' Syria was understood in those times is also evident 
from Abraham Maimuni's letter (in Munk, Notice sur Joseph Ben-Jehouda, 5, note 1), 
wherein he writes about Joseph ibn 'Aknln who lived in Aleppo : (sc. tJDI 1 *) Wl 

nrconn iKBai minn ncona bxw pa ba n»n nasi. L ikewise the Gaon 

of Damascus in the time of Benjamin of Tudela was btt'lW pK b& 
(A. D. 20, 6). 

2240 T? 
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(n^npn ^i, very likely those of Cairo-Fustat), who had authority 
over Rabbanites, Karaites, and Samaritans alike. Such a dignitary 
we found to have been the court physician Jacob b. Isaac b. Moses 
(above, p. 83). That the 'president of the congregations ' was 
not identical with the Nagid is clearly demonstrated by the 
affair which involved Moses Nagid b. Meborak and Yakin 
riWpn £>&n b. Netaneel (above, p. 212 fT.). Both were in office at 
the same time. Other ' heads of the congregations' in Fustat 
were Meborak (b. c Ali) and Abu'l Fadl (the latter perhaps 
identical with Yakin b. Netaneel, see above, p. 147, and A. D. 4). 
Also Mebasser b. Jesse, Menasse Hallevi, and Jacob b. Abraham 
Dayyan were such presidents (see above, p. 148 and A. A. 16, 1), 
the last two probably in Fustat. Aleppo also had ' a head of 
the congregation'. In the letter from Tadmor? (Palmyra?, above, 
p. 37, note 1) to Jacob b. Joseph, Ab at Aleppo, we find that 
a Sa'adael 'president of the congregations' (1. 43) is saluted. 
Very likely every large community, divided into sections such 
as Babylonians and Palestinians, Karaites and Samaritans, 
had a dignitary who represented politically the whole local 
Jewry. 

(3) In addition, each section had a Rais, viz. the hnpn two. 
We have seen that in the time of Ephraim b. Shemarya the 
' head 9 of the Palestinians in Fustat was Samuel Hakkohen b. 
Abtalion, while his colleague over the Babylonians was Yefet 
Hallevi b. Tobias (above, pp. 95 f., 99, 137). Already in 750 we 
find in Fustat Abu c Ali Hasan of Bagdad styled hnpn unn, 
corresponding to nwan PfcO (archisynagogus) of the pre-Muham- 
medan period (above, p. 15). If such a Rais was also a scholar, 
he would naturally act as Dayyan (&&VP, Kadi). Thus Samuel 
Hakkohen b. Abtalion, who was a Haber, i.e. holding a Rabbinical 
Diploma (n^DD), was for some time the judge of the community 
(above, p. no). Similarly, the Rosh Hakkahal Sar Shalon was 
also Alluf of the academy and (Ab)-Bet-Dln (above, p. 249). 
Without giving an exhaustive list of the ' heads of the congrega- 
tion', as far as hitherto known, reference is made to Sa'adya 
Hakkohen b. Hillel (Bodl. 2834 32 ), Moses b. Yefet }D*on Dnan 
[hnp]n e>m (?. Q. R., XVIII, 28), and Moses Rosh Hakkahal in 
1 165 (y.Q.R., XIX, 723; his identity with Maimonides is 
improbable). 
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(4) Next to the 4 head of the congregation ' were the Parnasim. 
Under Samuel Hakkohen b. Abtalion we find as many as four 
such officials (p. 96). The mode of election of all these dignitaries 
is unknown. Whether a Rosh Hakkahal had first to serve in 
the capacity of Parnas or not is obscure. But we have just heard 
of Moses b. Yefet * the faithful Parnas ' who also became * head 
of the congregation \ The Parnasim had probably to supervise 
the charity collections and were the trustees of the legacies for 
the benefit of the synagogues. 1 

(5) In addition, several other titles, mostly honorific, were given 
to important members. Any person of standing expected to 
be styled 'elder', JpT, corresponding to the Arabic al-Sheikh. 
This title would be amplified by np\l pn, atiPnn Jptn , 113*1 Jpm 
(see e.g. A. B. 2; A. C. 29; A. D. 17, 3; 19; 35, %). Their 
Arabic equivalents would be al-Sheikh al-jalll, al-najib, al-'aziZj&c. 
But specific titles, probably publicly bestowed either by a Nasi, 
Gaon, or a whole community, were the following: (1) nbnpn JpT 
'the elder of the congregation*. This title I have found only 
once. 2 (2) nwipfl fpt ' elder of the congregations was the title 
of the influential physician Isaac Hakkohen b. Furat (above, 
p. 84). Perhaps all the sections of the Fustat Jewry honoured 
him at a public meeting in recognition of his services on behalf 
of his co-religionists. (3) His son Abraham, a still more important 
doctor, went by the name of rfrjjn IP ' the lord of the congrega- 
tion \ But its exact character is not clear to me. Tobias the 
Babylonian was also styled myn "it? (above, p. 130). Hillel, 
the father of Abraham the probable author of the Zuta Megillah, 
is once mentioned as bftt6« 'the lord of the people', which is 
the Arabic translation of the above Hebrew title (A. D. 33, i c ). 
(4) The same Abraham Hakkohen b. Isaac was given the name 
tPJptn Tin 'the glory of the elders', probably by the Nasi and 
Gaon Daniel b. 'Azarya. The same title was held previously in 
Bagdad by \Ali b. Fadlan (above, p. 86). (5) fini JW* hnp nhvo 

1 A fragment in T.-S. Box K 3 mentions 11 pj5 "11 TOH D^QT] "W^N 
!)7 % n . Did this Parnas combine the duties of the synagogue attendant? 

2 T.-S. 13 J io 9 contains a fragment of a poem : 4 W21p'» IDDItO (1L 4~5) 

: nbnpn b p *pv m * npiv nn> ron rfriom hnn TP" The 

metre is kj — w v_y. 

R 2 
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6 the choice of the Fustat community and its favourite ' was the 
honorific name of the important Parnes, Abraham b. Mebasser 
(above, p. 96). (6) Finally, the eminent elder Halfon b. Isaac 
is styled 'the desire of the congregations' (n&npn mon), while 
his father was honoured by the title c the benefactor of the 
congregations' (nitapn 2nJ, pp. 249-50). 

Titles without specific connotation are such as Dnonn nVM, 
MHn mri, MHjn "inn, CTSfi nw, nouata DnNS, &c, profusely 
and flatteringly given to charitable and generous members of the 
community (see A. D. 17, 1; 39, 3; 35, 3; Saadyana, 28, note 4). 
A priestly elder would be addressed &vran ntt, mnatl pD, OTT»n nKD 
(so Abraham b. Isaac, the physician). This would be varied as 
regards a Levite, viz. mbn wi, DnSn n'ti, xrbn nxa, D^n 'ne> (see 
above, p. 225, note t, end; A.B. 10; A. D. i%\ 33, i e ; 35, 2; 
J. Q.R., N. S., I, 50). 1 

Special honorary names were bestowed upon the most promi- 
nent members of the community, e. g. such as Abu Sa'ad and 
his brother Abu Nasr, the sons of Sahl al-Tustari, David Hallevi 
b. Isaac in Fustat. or Netaneel Hakkohen in Alexandria. Thus 
the first is called ' the elder of the house of Israel ' (fonts* W Jpt), 
the second ' the glory of the house of Israel ' (fow JV3 nnKSn), 
the third 'the elder of the generation, the glory of both sections' 
(nnn fpr, rowan W nxa ; also nfonuj), while the last is styled Pashah 
(nnsn). 2 Usually a state official or court physician is designated 
' lord ' (ntf>, dignitary = Arabic Sayyid). 3 The corresponding 
amplifications are rvn n^, fonts* ron n&>, fflW n&?; 

Tnatn to, nn**n nt?n, fon^a nnan nw ; 5>nan w, fonts^a hnan man ; 
-rasi ns?n, nnan n^n, nfoin nOT, nan ns?n. 4 Twice there occurs 
the title nnuD ns? (above, p. 146; A. B. 65 ; A. C. 16, 3), and once 
nnwon n&> (A. D. 29, 3), * lord of rest \ These dignitaries were 
probably 6 quartermasters ' of the army (cp. Jer. 51 69 ). But it 

1 T.-S. 8 J 21 2 contains a letter addressed to the physician Samuel "It? IpVl nB\n 

D^Dnn INS mbn b. Netaneel Dlfo INS npVl TW. Hananya, the brother of 

the Bagdad Gaon Samuel Hallevi b. l Ali is styled Dnfo jJD (Benjamin of Tudela, 
Itinerary, ed. Adler, 39). 

2 Above, p. 112, and A.B. 12 ; 47. 

5 See e.g. A. B. 60; A. C. 9; A.D. 17, 3g. 

4 See A. A. 16, I, 2 ; A. B. 17 ; 65 ; A.C. 16, 2 ; 21 ; 23* ; A. D. 4 ; ri, 2 ; 16 ; 
17 ; 26; 35 ; /. 0. N. S., I, 57-8. Cp. also above, p. 220, note 1. 
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may be that they were connected with Palestine and especially 
with Jerusalem. 1 

Corresponding to the titles of the Nagid and the Nagid 
designate (above, p. 354), those of other influential dignitaries 
would be wm men, own "M, BHOT rnKan. 2 Certain elders in 
Fustat in the period of Solomon b. Yehuda were called ' noblemen ' 
(manon^*, pp. 121, 139), and likewise the heads of the Karaite 
community in the capital, Moses Hakkohen and his father Aaron, 
were both styled (see A. C. 21, 1, which is the Hebrew for 
al-dastur). Several times are mentioned persons who were known 
as ( the officials of the merchants ' (D^mon ^pD), probably holding 
government positions as inspectors of the ^bazaars. Such officials 
we found in Fustat and in Ramlah (p. 81 f., and A. A. 7*). One 
such dignitary was also a Katib (A. D. 35, 3). Also in the letter 
from Tadmor(?) to Aleppo (p. 37, note 1) 'the officials of the 
merchants ' are saluted. Whether such a superintendent had 
charge of the Jewish bazaar only (D*"nn , n p1^) 3 cannot be ascer- 
tained. Joseph ibn 'Aknln's father-in-law in Aleppo was a Katib 
of the Dar *13 3, which Munk (Notice sur Joseph Ben-Jehouda> 1 5) 
translates as ' controleur de la boucherie juive \ This would be 
a more limited office than that of * the inspector of the merchants ' 
in general. The controllers of Shehita in the Jewish bazaar were 
communal officials, appointed either by the Gaon (e.g. in Ramlah) 
or by the local Haber of the community (e.g. in Fustat, above, 
pp. 128 and 149). To complete the list of honorific titles, there 
are mentioned rfnynn tty 'the banner of the Jews and the joy of 
their glory ' (so Moses Hakkohen the Karaite, David b. Daniel's 
father-in-law),* *awi M>3 (p. 177 and A. C. 29; A. D. 17, 1). 
A scholar would be eulogized as noann na, mam may, miarm irno 

(A. D. 11, 2). It is difficult to ascertain in each case of these 
and similar titles whether they were granted publicly by a Gaon, 
Nasi, or community, or were merely flattering adjuncts by the 

1 Cp. Gen. 49. 15, and Deut. 12. 9. In Zeb. ii9 a,l> there are mentioned several 
opinions of Tannaites as to the specific meanings of HrVtfD and n^nj. R. Simon 
b. Yohai's view that both expressions refer to Jerusalem has been accepted by 
R. IshmaePs school (ibid., ii9 b , top). Perhaps a Jewish government official in 
the Holy City would be styled iTO)D TP or PlPMED 1B\ 

2 A. D. 17, 1; 35, 3-4. 

3 About the Jewish market in Fustat see Worman, /. Q. /?., XVIII, 28 ff. 
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writers of the respective fragments wherein these names are to 
be found. But it may be assumed that those recurring several 
times or inserted in the documents issued by the Bet- Din were 
permanent ones. On the whole the Jews followed the custom of 
their Arab fellow-citizens to address prominent men with a host 
of high-sounding and flattering titles. 

The title Rais (D"*6k, onbx, mi) was given to several persons 
and not only to the Nagid. It is a general designation for 
several dignitaries. Thus a Gaon, Rais al-Metibta, would be 
styled al-Rais (A. A. 23, note 1, and A. D. 20, 3, pmian 
Both Shemarya and his father Elhanan went by the name 
WiCm 2in, probably *by reason of their presiding over the 
Bet-Din (p rva ml, p. 26). Also Abu'l Faraj Joshu'a al-Kmudi 
is alluded to in the poem (above, p. 23) as mi to Israel, i.e. 
a leader of the community. 1 In short the expression Dn^N or 

mm would also apply to a ntaipn mi, hnpn mi, nbo mi, 

-non mi, pen mi, pan >2 mi, and so on. The influential 
elder David Hallevi b. Isaac is styled (A. B. 17) nnxn win. 2 
Samuel b. Hofni begins his letter to Fez {J.Q.R., XVIII, 403) 

jro p rbrto rnwi rssn p rbubv nwn mi jtan hwow 

rbnbw nnvn -wan spy p nVuta nrm &>Nn p*re. Jehuda 

al-Barceloni in his Sepher Hashtarot has preserved a formula of 
a diploma issued to the spiritual head (Rosh) of a community on 
his appointment. Very likely this specimen was found already 
in Sa'adya's ' Book of Documents \ The lines given below are 
copied from Brit. Mus. Add. 27 181, fol. 27* bottom. 3 
§ 

1 Cp. also Geonica, II, 69, among the questions of Yehuda b. Joseph of Kairowan 
to Hai Gaon, no. 4, is concerning the head of the community who ordained a 

fast (nyiDi h& b$ D"1 Itl), and no. 5 mentions a ban pronounced by 

the same president on a certain person (JDJtf D"lb$ N1H im). In A. C. 

25, 1, 1. 9, Ebyatar Hakkohen is styled al-Rais the 'Fourth ' (of the school). 

2 Cp. further, A. D. 3, 2; miT\ p iWD \tm (Yehuda Hallevi 1 s Diwan, ed. 
Brody, I, no. 38) ; al-Rais Barakat (Bodl. 2878 s9 ) ; the Sheikh Abu'l Faraj ibn 
al-Rais (Bodl. 2878 102 ). 

8 Cp. /. Q. R,, N.S., VII, 462, X, 362, and see Halberstamm's edition, p. 131: 

nnh pnnu^ *6n nunoi niNtro >poyD Disnoax im ivv i? m 
wmi mini® a'yto )h paro mi Drr6y im>t& ctin brph 

bnp ^mi) D^pr *m idsid nn : w &^>n Hip: im oianttsi* na^a 
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(6) When a Gaon sent an epistle to a community he usually 
would send his compliments to several of its communal servants. 
But a comparison of several letters shows that no uniformity was 
preserved in the order and sequence. In addition to the data 
discussed by me in J. Q. R. y N. S., X, 362 f., bearing on the 
Babylonian Geonim, a few selections are given here from the 
fragments dealt with before. (1) In the letter from Palmyra (?) 
to Jacob b. Joseph at Aleppo (p. 37, note 1) the following are 
saluted in succession (besides the Haber), ' the head of the con- 
gregations the teachers, the Readers, the Parnasim, the charity 
treasurers, and all that busy themselves in communal affairs, the 
elders, and finally 'the officials of the merchants 9 (1. 42 ff.). 
Here the chief spiritual and communal leaders are mentioned 
first (viz. the Haber and the president), then the minor spiritual 
dignitaries, followed by the same lay workers. The last-mentioned 
officials probably were in government employ (above, p. 261). 
(2) In the letter from Tyre to the same Jacob of Aleppo (above, 
p. 37, note 1) we observe the same division between clerical and 
lay workers, viz. the Haber, scholars, disciples, Readers, are 
saluted, followed by the Parnasim and the trusted elders (for 
DWnn read DOT). (Aleppo Jewry is probably meant above 
(p. 173), as having in her midst pmruD, Haberim, scholars, and 
disciples). (3) Joshiah Gaon addresses the Damietta community 
as represented by € Amram (the head) of the Bet-Din, the judge 
El'azar, and the Dayyan 'Amram, followed by X. and Yeshu'a 
(X. probably being Rosh Hakkahal and the latter the Parnes), 
and the other respected elders. Likewise in Rafah the judge 
Solomon b. Sa'adya is at the head of affairs, supported by the 
elders and the congregation. The same Gaon, in writing to 
another community (probably Fustat), salutes first the Readers 
and the qualified judges (fl'TOWi), then the Parnasim and the 
communal workers, and finally the merchants (A. A. 19-20). 
(4) Solomon b. Yehuda in an epistle to Tomai (?) greets 
first the Reader, then the elders, old and young (D^pr, bWW* and 

Worm wnwiy anas? rvn *p hmb D^innn n^ba NnDi 
N^ai &6a wbnp runwi nanna dvd msw liSnVwi 
kw *sb nan p wbs ntiod wd^bi . . . 3TO xb) *fa aa 

# ♦ . srea uom pooa tdki rvi paia 
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DmrQ ; Maimonides likewise uses this expression, A. D. 29, 5), 
and the rest of the community (A. B. 34, Address). Likewise, 
when writing to Alexandria, the Gaon salutes the respected elders 
headed by the Reader Solomon (A. B. 31,4). (5) The Dayyan 
who sends the epistle to Mastaura on behalf of the Alexandrian 
community sends greetings, first in the name of his colleagues 
the Dayyanim, then the communal leaders (rnj? wnpl J1W s 2ipJ), 
followed by the Readers, and finally the charity collectors 
(A. B. 18). (6) When Ephraim b. Shemarya is requested to 
collect donations from his congregation, naturally the would-be 
subscribers are saluted. Thus in the letter from Alexandria 
concerning the prisoners (A. B. 1 5), there are greeted the Haber, 
then the benefactors, the elders, the Readers, and the Parnasim. 
Likewise in the letter from Jerusalem (A. B. 37). (7) Finally 
in the epistle from Ashkelon to Fustat (A. C. 14), the two 
communities of the capital are saluted as represented by the 
Haberim, the Readers, and the elders. Samuel Hannagid in 
a letter to a provincial community mentions first the ' leaders ' 
(pDnpK&K), then the judges and the Hazzanim (A. D. 17, 3 j). 
It is thus evident that no stereotyped form of address was 
adopted. Though in most cases the clerical servants of the 
community, the scholars, and the Readers were honoured by 
being mentioned first. 

(7) We shall now deal with the chief spiritual leaders of 
a community, the Haber (Dayyan) and the Hazzan. The 
procedure in Babylon during the Gaonic period was for the 
Exilarch or the head of the academy to appoint Dayyanim for 
the congregations under their respective jurisdiction. No doubt 
such people were students of the academy where they received 
the necessary qualifications for administering the Talmudic law. 
Such a Dayyan would choose two elders from among the people 
under his spiritual leadership as coadjutors in order to form a 
proper court (Bet-Din, see N.S., X,377 ff., for a detailed 

account). Likewise in Egypt and in Palestine we find several 
communities represented by Haberim who held a diploma from 
the Palestinian academy. To mention a few, we find Jacob the 
Haber b. Joseph in Aleppo, Ephraim b. Shemarya in Fustat, 
styled c the leading Haber' (awbn win, J.Q.R., XIX, 251, 
1. 10), Nathan Hakkohen b. Isaiah in Tiberias (A. C. 13, 4), 
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Joshua b. c Ali in Hasor (A.C. 15), Samuel b. Moses in Tyre (above, 
p. 167 f.). The duties that devolved upon a Haber in a large 
community such as Fustat could be gauged from the fragments 
bearing on Ephraim b. Shemarya. Nathan b. Abraham points 
out that a town that has no Haber has its communal affairs 
neglected (p. 148). Naturally the Haber would be at the head 
of the local Bet-Din. But not everywhere do we find con- 
gregations represented by scholars who held a diploma from the 
school. The 'judge* (tia^) was not always a Haber. Daniel 
b. 'Azarya differentiates between the Haberim and the 'judges' 
(A. C. 32, L 11). The Haber who wrote the epistle given in 
A. C.32 (see above, p. 200 f.) seems to have supervised the affairs 
of his whole district. When the 'judge' of Kalneh died and 
a dispute arose as to his successor, our Haber was sent for to 
allay the conflict. Probably respected elders with a knowledge 
of the Torah, though holding no diploma of the school, would be 
charged with the administration of justice in their respective com- 
munities (see also J. Q. R., N. S., X, 340). Several communities 
had a fully organized 'court. Thus, for example, in Damietta 
(p. 71) we have 'Amram Bet-Din (= Ab-Bet-Din or Rosh Bet- 
Din, see Bodl. 2874 31 , Berakya T^a EW), El c azar mtm and 
'Amram pnn. On the other hand, in Rafah we find only 
mentioned Solomon DOBTi and the elders (A. A. 20). Very 
likely only the first was the recognized judge, while the Rosh 
Hakkahal and the Parnes acted as his coadjutors in lawsuits. 
The expressions Shofet and Dayyan are synonymous. Thus 
Joseph pnn in Alexandria (J. Q. R. t XIX, 250-4, 1. 12, see above, 
p. 88 ff.) is styled BSIOT by his own son (in the signature). 

The president of the court was called Bet-Din (shortened from 
Ab-Bet-Din). This is the case with Ephr. b. Shem., *Ali b. 
\Arhram, Sar Shalom, Elhanan b. Shemarya, Joseph Hakkohen in 
Alexandria, and several others. 1 It is clear that the expression 
should not always be connected with the office of Ab of the 
academy. Only when '(Ab^Bet-Dln* is qualified by the addition 
of, e.g. rhfft pnrwoa (p. 37, note 1), does it become certain that 
the person referred to was second to the Gaon. A Dayyan 

1 See A. D. 35, 8 ; J.Q.R., XIX, 724, no. 7 ; Jacob the Haber b. Isaac Bet-Din ; 
/. Q.R., N. S., I, 58, 1. 24, Isaac pJH )H rVO : cp. p. 50, 11. 15, 27. 
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would be complimented as *6did 1 * distinguished similar to the 
expression nnDD (see Sanh. 87* top, where Rashi comments on 
Y*22V K^iM, Y*sb nnDiED). Likewise a president of the court 
is called c Bet- Din MufiV (so Ephr. b. Shem., A. B. 21), or * Bet- 
Din Mumha ' (A. A. 19). Ephraim is also addressed * the Mumha 
of the great Bet-Din* (A. B. 23), which refers to his diploma 
from the central court of the academy. Indeed the Bet-Din, 
established at the synagogue of the Palestinians in Fustat, is 
designated in a document of 1032 c. E. {J.Q.R., XVIII, 13) 
bmn p rra to yupn. The Bet-Din of the school, as is well 
known, was called the * great one*. When Masliah settled in 
Fustat as head of a school, he gave this name also to his court 
which was held in the very same synagogue (A. D. 14, 3 ; see 

J. Q. R., XVIII, 14, raw*n w ran *oh •an). 

On the other hand we find a * Great Bet- Din' in Cairo-Fustat 
at the time when the academy still flourished in the Holy Land. 
Nahrai b. Nissim is addressed i Bet-Din Haggadol', which seems 
to be shortened from ' Ab-Bet-Dln Haggadol ' (A. D. 3, 4). 
Now the Exilarch in Babylon, as is well known, had a supreme 
court of his own presided over by a judge called * the Dayyan of 
the gate* (wm see J.Q.R. y N. S., X, 338). It appears 

that likewise the Nagid in Egypt had such a Bet-Din, at the 
head of which stood a prominent scholar. Several times there 
occurs the title Dayyan al-Yahud. 2 We venture to maintain 
that just as the Nagid Was called Rals al-Yahud, the president 
of his supreme court went by the name of Dayyan al-Yahud. 
The local courts of the congregations, whether in Cairo-Fustat or 
in the provincial towns, were under the jurisdiction of this ' great 
Bet-Din \ Thus we find a Fustat court mentioned as established 

1 See A. C. 16, 3 ; Bodl. 2878 106 ; /. Q. R., N. S., I, 50, 11. 14, 26. 

2 A. D. 35, 4 ; Bodl. 2876 56 ; al-Rais Abu'I Faraj b. al-Rals Abu Zakari (a native 
of Alexandria), Dayyan al-Yahud (i. e. Fustat) ; the same person is mentioned in the 
Arabic address, J.Q.R., XIX, 743, no. 89; cp. also Bodl. 2878 102 . In April, 
1301 c. e., there took place serious riots in Cairo against Christians and Jews 
because of their alleged contravention of the restrictions imposed upon non-Moslems, 
' the people of the tribute The representatives of Jews, who solemnly subscribe 
again to the enactments, are the Rals (i.e. the Nagid, above, p. 255) and the 
Dayyan of the Jews (*= Dayyan al-Yahud, see Quatremere, Histoire des Sultans 
Mamlouks, II, 2, p. 178). Cp. also the Hebrew account of Sambari, Neub., Med. 
Jew. Chron., I, 135-7. 
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by the supreme court of Meborak Nagid (run N^n ud WlDtDI, 
J.Q.R., XVIII, 13; see also A. D. 30, 3). Meborak was a 
Talmudic scholar, and he may have combined both dignities of 
Rais and Dayyan al-Yahud. He is perhaps therefore styled 
fcon N-nruo. He himself had authority from the Exilarch (fcOEDI 
twi&i m OD, J. Q.R., N. S., I, 54, bottom). But when a Nagid 
had to employ a chief Dayyan, he probably left to him the 
supervision of the minor courts. This furnishes the reason 
why during the period of office of Samuel Hannagid, Joshu'a 
b. Dosa is mentioned in a document of the Fustat Bet-Din as 
having authority over it (see above, p. 218). He was probably 
the Dayyan al-Yahud side by side with the Nagid, and likewise 
Solomon (in 1139), styled 4 the superior and great dignitary* 
(p. 217, note 2). The Dayyan al-Yahud seems to have been 
a recognized state official. He is therefore called W\yn "iK>n or 
T1«n n^n (cp. p. 260). Joseph b. Nathan (and likewise probably 
Joshu'a b. Dosa) was even honoured by the Caliph with the title 
Amin al-Mulk, 'the faithful of the realm' (p. 227, note 1). 
Also Ephraim Hakkohen (b. Abraham), whom Solomon b. 
Yehuda styles * lord ' and Dayyan, was very likely the chief 
Dayyan. For a time he was deposed and the Gaon wished him 
speedy return to his office (p. 132, see also p. 181 f.). To go 
back to the beginning of the Fatimid reign in Egypt, probably 
Shemarya b. Elhanan was president of the Nagid's Bet-Din. 
He therefore went by the name of ' Ab-Bet-Din of all Israel ' 
(fow 5* te, J. Q. R., N. S., VIII, 344). The Ab-Bet-Din of 
the academy also styled himself so, 1 just as both the courts of the 
Nagid and the school were designated c great courts \ Another 
Dayyan al-Yahud was probably Abraham b. Nathan Ab (p. I94)> 
and coming to the second half of the twelfth century and onwards, 
the holders of the office in succession may have been Maimonides, 
Yehiel b. Elyakim of Aleppo, and also Anatoli b. Joseph 
(pp. 240, 247). 2 The title pn* nno is so far only applied to 
Maimonides (p. 244), more by reason of his literary works than 
because of his having been a Dayyan. Other titles flatteringly 

1 See, e. g. A. A. 15 ; A. C. 5, note 9. 

2 Perhaps Moses b. Sadok was also such chief Dayyan. He is styled l^n 

nnwi m^an mpon *nb< [^J^ton pnn in«n (/. Q. R., n.s., i, 49, 

II. 5-6 ; cp. also R. A. LXVI, 65, 1. 18 f.). 
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bestowed upon a Dayyan are BWn ^i,wn mK&n (Saadyana>%%, 
note 6). 1 Isaac ' head of all the Dayyanim ' ^ swn, ibid.) 

is perhaps identical with Isaac b. Sason, the colleague of 
Maimonides, who held a prominent position in Cairo-Fustat. 
He exerted himself especially to bring about the final overthrow 
of Zuta (p. 236, note 1). It may be that when Maimonides found 
the office of Dayyan al-Yahud too burdensome for him owing to 
his heavy duties as court physician, he vacated it for his colleague 
Isaac b. Sason. But in 1171, when a document was issued by 
authority of Maimonides (A. D. 20, 5 a ), he seems to have been 
chief Dayyan, because as such he had the privilege of having the 
documents issued in his name. He was therefore also called 
al-Rals, whereas the Negidut was only held by his son but not 
by the sage himself. Both he and Isaac b. Sason are styled 
'the banner of the Rabbinites' (D'omn p. note a), 

probably after their solemn injunction against following the 
Karaite practice as regards the ritual bathing of women. 2 But 
also Meborak Nagid was styled so (A. D. 8). 

(8) An important communal servant was the Hazzan, who, as 
we have seen (p. 263, 4), heads in some places the congregation. 
Kalkashandi {J. Q. R., XIX, 500) declares him to be the leading 
official after the Rals al-Yahud, and he differentiates between 
the Hazzan and the Reader (Sheliah Sibbur). The former 
4 must be well versed in preaching. He ascends the Minbar 
(=Almemar) and exhorts them (the congregation)', while the 
latter is * the imam who leads them in prayer \ Indeed, Solomon 

b. Yehuda in a letter speaks of a imiri Jtmi pn (and so also 
Harizi more than a century and a half later, see A. B. 34). 
It stands to reason that a learned Hazzan, favoured by a pleasant 
voice, would be able to address his audience. The Haber of the 
community may have been an expert Dayyan and a profound 
Talmudist, but did not always possess the gift of preaching. 

1 An elder, trusted by the court to act as guardian to orphans (D}B1*Tt3QK) or as 
trustee of charitable legacies, would be styled p*l JV3 [DfcO (see above, p. 196, 
note 2 ; A. D. 29, 3. 

2 The Arabic original of this rtipfi, inspired by Maimonides, and aided by the 
other Dayyanim, including Isaac b. Sason, is published by Friedlander, Mtschr., 
LIII, 469 ff. The date is 1487 Sel. « 1176 c. e. About Maimonides' attitude 
towards the Karaites, see also Gr., VI 4 , 287, 306. 
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But it is incorrect to make the Hazzan exclusively the preacher 
as distinct from the reader (as Kalkashandi does). The chief 
function of the Hazzan was to intone the prayers. Thus, for 
example, Revah Hakkohen of Babylon, when making his 
pilgrimage to Jerusalem, passes Damascus and Tyre and is invited 
to recite the prayers in both places (above, p. 161). Likewise 
the Hazzan Solomon (Sabik), who was reputed to have been 
under the ban, arrived at the synagogue of the Palestinians in 
Fustat in order to act as Reader (above, p. 108). But in many 
cases no doubt the Hazzan was a scholar and also an author of 
liturgical compositions which he would recite during the service 
on Sabbaths and Festivals. Such learned Readers were, for 
example, Aaron nn»»n b. Ephraim, Shelah nraon, Revah 
Hakkohen of Babylon, Moses b. Levi, X. b. Sadok (A. B. 20, II, 5 ; 
A.C. 17, 3; A. D. 21; 35, 1). A Reader would be complimented 
as Mfnri 1T3 (so Hillel Hazzan in a letter to him, Oxford MS. 
Heb. d. 76, fol. 63), Dornn ■)» (A. D. 29, 3). 

So far two scholarly readers were styled Rosh Happerek, 
viz. Nehemiah, the brother of Sahlan b. Abraham (p. 97), and 
Perahya b. Mumal (A. B. 71, 11. 4-5, where reference is made to 
his liturgical compositions which he recited in a powerful voice). 
The former, like his son Joshiah and his brother Sahlan, was 
apparently also an author of piyyutim. 1 Now this title Rosh 
Happerek (pnsn &wn) recalls the so-called archipherekitai in the 
time of Justinian (see Gr. v 4 , 19, 412-13), who were the public 
exegetes of the Bible, using the Agadic method in their discourses. 
The son and namesake of the executed Babylonian Exilarch, 
Mar Zutra, settled in Palestine at the beginning of the sixth 
century and became Resh Pirka. 2 Briill {Jahrbiicher> V, 95), in 
dealing with Justinian's laws of 553, thinks that all the archi- 
pherekitai lived in Tiberias. But for this there is really no 
cogent proof. It is more likely that several communities in 
Palestine and elsewhere had such Agadists (NrnJNl pin) who 
preached to the people on the Sabbath as well as on other 

1 See Bodl. 2842, H, 1 3, q 7 : acrostic 'Nehemiah b. Abraham'. Probably 
Bodl. 2842, F, 21, 22, 24, 25, 28, 34 ; H a 28, 34 , 1 2, 4-7 ; q8 and 2710, 1 are also 
by him. Bodl. 2842, H a 27 has the acrostic pm m\0 DiTDK "O nnDTO. What 
is the meaning of ? 

* See above, p. 58, note 1. 
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occasions. When Justinian prohibited the deuterosis, recourse 
was taken to piyyutim as its substitute in the service. Thus the 
Hazzan (in Talmudic times the synagogue attendant and also 
pupil teacher) took the place of the preacher by intoning the 
liturgical compositions, which were saturated with Halakah and 
Agada. 1 Thus Yannai's compositions were known as W num. 
Besides the above-mentioned persons in the eleventh century, 
there is no further clear evidence of readers and liturgical poets 
who were called Rosh Happerek. It may be that the title was 
revived by a Nasi or Gaon 2 in order to compliment therewith a 
learned Hazzan who was also a preacher and a writer of piyyutim. 
Perhaps the author of the Diwan, who lived towards the end of 
the tenth century somewhere in Syria, in styling his friend 
Joshu'a the Reader as , referred to his title Rosh Happerek 

(P- 2 3)- 

Not fully a Hazzan but only a chorister was the 
probably required to intone the traditional melodies. A document 
of 1 132 (Bodl. 2878 7 ) states that the allowance for the wife and 
son of Sedakah the chorister ("niWi) b. Semah was fixed in the 
Palestinian synagogue of Fustat before Masliah Gaon. Of 
a *nit?D in Hebron (in the fourteenth century) we read above 
(p. 348). Other communal officials were the teachers (DHobo), 
the scribes (CPNttD), and also the ' constable ' (now, see A. A. 16, « 
I, 3 ; A. C. 8; A. D. 3; 24; Bodl. 2S78 48 : Ibrahim ibid5>k wfca). 
Now as regards the scribe, it is not always certain whether the 
person referred to was a professional scribe of documents issued 
by the Bet- Din (and of books, scrolls, Tephillin, and Mezuzot), 
or a government secretary (Katib). Only once we find the latter 
expressly called irotan naiD (A. D. 35, 3 ; cp. also A. A. 1, 1. 31). 
The £ constable ' (now) was perhaps in charge of the market 
where Kosher meat was sold. Finally, reference should be made 
to the communal official called the 'Interpreter'. Bodl. 2806 24 
contains an Arabic letter relating to a commercial transaction 
wherein is mentioned Sedakah Hakkohen b. David DJnnoiw, 

1 See Eppenstein, Mtschr., 1908, 467-72. 

2 Both Sherira and Samuel b. Hofni refer in their responsa to dignitaries in their 
academies who went by this name (*pHB WO, D^p^IDH WO, see Eppenstein, 
/. c. 457), but their functions are obscure. Perhaps the above-mentioned people in 
Egypt were granted their titles by the Babylonian Academy. 
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who ' has to interpret the passage of the Pentateuch (no) upon 
which an oath is taken'. As Arabic was the vernacular of the 
Egyptian Jews, a number of people were unable to understand 
Hebrew without translation. Probably this 1 Interpreter ' was 
attached to the Bet-Din, and among others his duty was to 
explain in Arabic the meaning of the Hebrew and Arabic 
formulae recurring in the legal documents issued by the court. 1 

(9) A few remarks are due here on the position held in the 
community by a Nasi, i. e. a descendant of David (see above, 
pp. 171 ff., 251-3, 254). In Babylon the Exilarch was from 
times of yore the recognized political head of Jewry. In the 
twelfth century the Exilarchate, after it had lost its authority for 
some time, was re-established with full powers. This we learn 
from the description of Benjamin of Tudela as to the influence 
wielded by the Bagdad Exilarch Daniel b. Hasdai {Itinerary , 
ed. Adler, 39-41). Political representatives were also the Nesiim 
of Mosul, the two cousins David and Samuel, whom Petahya 
found there during his travels. Every Jew had to pay a poll-tax, 
half of which went to the ruler and the other half to the Nesiim. 
To enforce their ruling, they disposed of a prison to confine 
therein the evildoers. In a dispute between Jew and Muslim, 
the latter, if guilty, would also be locked up (Itinerary, ed. 

. Benisch, 8, 10). Benjamin of Tudela relates also of two Nesiim 
in Yemen, the brothers Shalmon and Hanan, who seem to have 
been actual rulers over the local Jewry (Itinerary, ed. Adler, 
46-7). On the other hand, in Egypt the recognized political 
head of the Jews was the Nagid, and the Nasi's authority was 

• more of a moral character by reason of his descent from David. 

1 In questions addressed to Sherira and Hai from Kairowan we read of 
complaints that in most cases the signatories of documents were unable to read 
them and understand their purport. Of course they could read the Hebrew script, 
but the language was unfamiliar to them. See Gaonic Responsa, ed. Harkavy, 

no. 231 : *w \r\\>zh &b mina wn "lwn by jnwinn nn Km 
, , , rr^n WW by DpnAi ; No. 238 : *ny m ponm nr\m uttv nw *k 
nnBBVi nni maiavb!? rm *o nwy by npt&\ rr*np%b yr tfci pan 

)rb pTDCJO fOil niJiyi. Cp. also Bodl. 2878 138 : a letter from Paltiel to his 
father Joseph [Dnnn. He is mentioned in a document, dated Iyyar, 1457 Sel. 

(1146 c.e.) at Fustat (T.-S. 13 j a* 1 ), as Jtonnn *pv nipy )Sx yvbx 
bl mjn naa:n n^n jna wnn p lasin. 
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A Nasi would honour his friends by bestowing upon them titles 

such as nwtwn bn, nran rvnn, niNnwn m»n, nwtwn w f 

(10) The last section deals with the academy and those con- 
nected with it. It is beyond the scope of this treatise to discuss 
the inner organization of the Babylonian Gaonate (see especially 
Eppenstein, Mtschr., 1908, 338 ff., and Pozn., Hakkedem, II, 
Hebrew part, 91-6). The Palestinian Geonim also presided over 
a college of seventy ordained scholars, called the Sanhedrin after 
the ancient example. A student that was ordained in the school 
received the title of rbm pmira nam, or shortened nnnn. The 
first seven scholars of the academy were numbered, viz. Gaon, 
Ab-Bet-Dln, Third, Fourth, Fifth, Sixth, and Seventh (wbwn 
mum, or shortened wbtiRt, and so on). 2 We have come across 
no dignitary named 'the Eighth ' or after any later number. 3 
Probably the seventy members of the Sanhedrin (or mun) sat in 
the school in seven rows of ten each, as was the case in Babylon, 
and the above dignitaries were the heads of their corresponding 
rows. Accordingly the Gaon, besides being Rosh Yeshiba, was 
also head of the first row, while the Ab represented the second 
one, and so on. In the Babylonian academies there were seven 
Rashe Kallot, each of whom was appointed over one row. But 
the whole title of Rosh Kallah was unknown in the Palestinian 
school, since only Babylon had bi-annual meetings during the 
so-called Kallah months, Elul and Adar (see Ber. 57*, and 
Nathan's Report in Neub. II, 87-8). Probably at a full meeting 
of the school in Jerusalem (or Ramlah), the first row was occupied 
by the Ab and the other dignitaries, in all six in number. Who 
completed the number of ten is obscure. In Babylon we know 

1 See above, pp. 97, 194, 225, note 1, end, 252 ; A. C. 17, 1 ; 23, note 4 ; A. D. 
29, 3. Or. 5542, foL 33, contains a letter to Yefet b. Sason wherein are mentioned 

hi nbl frown nn bkn KJm and the Exilarch. Addressed (verso) to 

Abu'l 'Ali Hasan b. Sumr b. 'Ali, evidently the Arabic names of Yefet b. Sason. 

2 The first four officials are mentioned very frequently. As regards the ' Fifth 
cp. Bodl. 2877 s : ^Onn tib s V ; the « Sixth 1 is mentioned several times (above, 
pp. 108, 149, 191, 234, note 1); J,Q. R., XIX, 730, no. 26: Abu Sa'ad the 
* Sixth * ; the ' Seventh 1 we find above, p. 183 (cp. p. 192, note 1) : Solomon b. 
Hayyim WZWn ; cp. also A. C. 26, 1. 43 ; Bodl. 287s 18 : Solomon Hallevi b. Moses 
■»JP3tyn ; Nathan the ' Seventh 1 {infra, p. 278, note 6). 

8 See also infra, p. 277, note 1. 
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that the first row was occupied by the seven Rashe Kallot and 
three Haberim. The functions of the latter are not clear. Perhaps 
they formed the Bet-Din attached to the school, and hence one 
of them was the Ab-Bet-Dln (or feom N^n), But as regards 
Palestine no definite information is as yet available on this point. 
It may also be that the seven dignitaries of the academy had no 
connexion with the same number of rows of the school, in spite 
of the Babylonian parallel. It is known that the Gaon of 
Palestine claimed as his prerogative the fixing of the calendar 
(ms? wy, see especially above, p. 5° ff-)- Elijah Hakkohen, reports 
the Megillat Ebyatar^ convened a meeting at Haifa in the year of 
his death (1083 c. E.), and there 'sanctified the year', re-affirm- 
ing at the same time the succession of his son Ebyatar as Gaon. 
Now the fixing of the calendar (rw TD^J) was determined upon 
in Talmudic times by seven scholars summoned by the Nasi (see 
Sanh. io b bottom, u a top). The suggestion may therefore be 
ventured that the first seven members of the Sanhedrin of the 
school in Palestine were those that fixed the Calendar. 1 

Be that as it may, the Gaon, Ab, and Third usually determined 
the policy of the school on various occasions. Thus, for example, 
the Fustat congregation of the Palestinians demand that the 
letter, proving the annulment of the ban imposed upon the Hazzan 
Solomon (Sabik), should be signed by these three officials (above, 
p. 109 ; see also Bacher, J. Q. R., XV, 83). When the Ab was 
away in Egypt for several years, Solomon b. Yehuda is constantly 
aided by the * Third ' in managing the affairs of the school (see 
pp. 127 f., 139, 132). Ginzberg (Geonica i I, j 2, note) suggests 
parallels in the triad of the Tannaitic Sanhedrin, Nasi, Ab-Bet- 
Dln, and Hakam (DDn), as compared with Gaon, Ab, and Resh 
Kallah in Babylon and Gaon, Ab, and 1 Third ' of the Palestinian 
school. But on the one hand the latter had seven dignitaries 

1 In Yer. Sanh., 18°, top, it is decided that Haberim may participate in the 
sanctification of the new month, but not in declaring a leap-year (D**V2ntP PHDtf NIH 

TOD anno wj6 into Dnan ivnm wvpb rwaj 

♦ ♦ ♦ MDV KOTO nnW $b p I^SNI '\y\ a"-D). In Talmudic times the 
Haberim were the disciples not yet ordained (see above, p. 54, note 2). But in 
our period the Haber was a scholar with a diploma from the academy. Moreover, 
the first seven members were the foremost savants of the school, and corresponded 
to the seven elders (D"Opt) in the time of R. Gamliel. 

2240 S 
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numbered in succession, while on the other hand the existence 
in the Babylonian academy of a chief Resh Kallah as distinct 
from the seven Rashe Kallot, mentioned before, is very problematic 
(see ibid., p. 8, note, and Pozn., J. Q.R., N. S., Ill, 403). 

A glowing description of the Palestine academy we read in 
the Targum on Canticles 7 3 (see Marx, N. S., I, 66). 

The head of the school is surrounded by seventy scholars who 
study the Torah and are maintained by ' tithes 1 and donations. 1 
The Ab-Bet-Dln administers justice and wields coercive powers. 
The £ scribes 9 ("p&D) are full of wisdom, whereby they calculate 
the calendar. ' They declare leap-years and fix the new moons 
at the gate of the house of the great Sanhedrin.' These ' scribes ' 
(different from the seventy scholars, ptD'on, mentioned before) 
may be identical with the dignitaries, known as * Third', &c, 
who together with the Gaon and the Ab fixed the year's 
calendar, as suggested above. The Nasi is mentioned last 

(rnvv iv3> (KnN =) «n rra :m). Another proof that there lived in 
Palestine descendants of David whose activities were different 
from those of the Gaon. Only once were the Nesiut and the 
Gaonate combined in one person, viz. in Daniel b. 'Azarya. 

Another important description of the Palestinian Gaonate is to 
be found in the remarkable poems, published by Schechter under 
the title ' The Oldest Collection of Bible Difficulties, by a Jew ' 
(?. Q. R., XIII, 345 ff.). Bacher (ibid., XV, 83) and Porges (ibid, 
XX, 197) have already dealt with this point. But the whole 
attitude taken up by the author has not yet been fully understood. 
From a sceptic (according to Schechter), who hurled his literary 
shafts into the camps of both Rabbinites and Karaites, he has 
become (according to Porges) a partisan of the priestly brothers 
Joseph and Elijah in their struggle with Daniel b. 'Azarya 
about the succession to the Gaonate. But, needless to say, this 
conflict did not involve the problem of Bible exegesis. When it 
is stated in the Megillat Ebyatar that Daniel received the help 
of j&tfi ro in Jerusalem, the Karaites are meant who took an 
active share in the communal life (see above, p. 178). These 

1 The ' tithes ' need not be taken literally. Above (p. 172) we have read how 
the bogus Nasi Shem-Tob opened up for himself a source of revenue by imposing 
1 tithes', i.e. fixed contributions, similar to the D^Din * fifths', levied by the 
Babylonian schools (/. Q. XIX, 105, cp. p. 401 ; N. S., VIII, 347, 1. 3). 
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sectaries evidently resided in a special quarter which was identified 
with the Biblical Sffa (Josh. 18. 28). Munk (Notice stir 

Abou*l Walid, 14, note 3, end) has pointed out that Yefet b. c Ali 

read *DUM e|iwn yfa, taking these three words as one name for 
that part of Jerusalem belonging to the tribe of Benjamin. 
Yefet also quotes a couplet from an elegy by the poet Meborak 

b. Nathan jnu ?\bxn yfaa nip -ibw jmrr 1 p nrw nap ho roaw, 1 

and he further states that in his time this tomb was shown in the 

* quarter of the Orientals ' (hirat al-Musharikat). As the earliest 
Karaite settlers in the Holy City hailed almost exclusively from 
Babylon and Persia, it is natural that the district wherein they 
settled was named the 'quarter of the Orientals \ It was 
identified with the Biblical cjtan j/fa. This suggested to the 
Rabbinites to dub this sect as yfan fD i the sect of calamity ' 
and, by way of a pun, nybixn riD 'the lame sect* (also nyVitfn, 
without DD). 

Now the Karaites, who styled themselves KnpD ^>V2 , claimed 
a monopoly of a thorough knowledge of the Scriptures. Those 
in the Holy City, in their antagonism against the adherents of 
Tradition, would insinuate that the members of the school, 
engrossed as they were in the study of the Talmudic literature, 
were not their equals in the proper understanding of the Bible, 
Our author, who left an Eastern country 2 for the West (K12» rDIJ 
P»5?n, most likely Palestine) in order scientifically to study the 
Sacred Writings, takes up the challenge on behalf of Rabbinism. 
It almost seems as if he studied under Karaite teachers in the 
Holy City who were renowned for their Biblical scholarship. 

1 This couplet is also cited by Salman b. Yeruham in his commentary to Lam. 2. 20 
(see Pozn., Luncz's Jerusalem, X, 96). 

2 J.Q.R., XIII, 365, I. 16 ff.: *m®b 5)D3 T31 * mtt pKI D*«1 TTDD 

to roiDt? p nyj . ♦ , rmnan mini mro wdi "trbxh nurn ra^ tfntan 

♦ np* fa nai ^ fa nx Tinryi • nin nua fain pan * maoo ma* 
'iai nsmi> wnpon norm * mo!? cwn nud hm vota. The native 

country of our author was then identified with the Biblical ^2in (Gen. 10. 2). Now 
it is mentioned together with which was regarded to be the same as the country 
of Khurasan (see Sa'adya in his Pentateuch translation, ed. Derenbourg). Hence 
fain must be a neighbouring district. See, however, Schechter, ibid. 352, note 5. 
The Karaite Jacob b. Reuben (to Ezek. 38. 3, see Harkavy, Altjiid. Denkmaler y 280, 
col. 2) identifies fain with Slavonia (HICWpP fcOH fami D^JDffla 
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But their instruction did not help him satisfactorily to explain 
the difficulties in which Scripture abounded. 1 He therefore 
became convinced of the futile claims of Karaism to found the 
structure of Judaism on the Biblical text alone without the aid of 
Tradition and Agadah. Question upon question of Biblical 
difficulties are enumerated which the Karaites, in spite of their 
vaunted knowledge, are unable to solve. And yet they assert 
that none of the Rabbinites can meet them in argument. These 
sectaries claim the Bible as their 1 inheritance \ 2 

1 See J. Q. R.j I. c, 1. 21 ff. Schechter (p. 353) has already suggested this, but he 
maintained that our author was a Rabbinite who joined afterwards the Karaites. 
But in my opinion in his young days, on arrival at Jerusalem, he may have studied 
the Bible under Karaite teachers. Afterwards, however, he emphatically repudiated 
their teachings. 

2 Ibid., p. 364, 1. 21 ff. : ('the holy one, (viz.) my TH? 7WY\\h TlWp NUp 

nawn (for r^bun na) nybwn by * *n&n nrby ^ai * congregation >) 

* (i.e. *Mrl by n^Sn fim * (i.e. in Jerusalem) np£)nn»n 

Hpnn p'^nSD * nDM DDK niDKb * Rabbinites). (A promi- 

nent Tannaite, R. Yohanan b. Berokah, is mentioned as the representative of 
Rabbinism. Of course this is done for the sake of the poetic scheme, about which see 

Porges, I.e., XIV, 129.) "O • n»an UKSE (referring t o nyblVn) ntt KH 

PW '•Dam W ^ fW (as their name NnpID ^J?3 implies) n^W KnpDfl \& 

Nnpaai ♦ . . rupoi niabn nwbn by DHpw : ntsnnpn pnsn nman * nbuy 

nJYiab Dfiyn USD 11 tfb« (They do not pay proper attention to the study ot 
Scripture ; for the meaning of JSD, cp. Jastrow.) ntPinn Daba 'O ('silent', owing to 
ignorance). Several other allusions to the Karaites are to be found in these 

homes. Ibid., p. 358, 1. 9 ff. : WT» # |VYlBn by Ka* 

, , , (i. e. no two commentators agree) naa nBW Htl naa nDIK HT * final? 

n*D nwstD anjini Man : nr» now pytfco teui wpw d*bbpdi pna 

: nybren by n^y ibdw * fjnaa nai^ nana rnmsn iypn ♦ , . an by 
* a^D bip (r. ww) vnoK wtta , . . nyba nan nymyn naba awnb 

tibw nyi mnv nan nnv> ab • D^bya baa anpon yn:> noa«b. On p." 362, 

1. 1, '•btf ibwn ay is probably another direct challenge to the 

Karaite scholars who styled themselves See further, p. 367, 1. 3 ff. : 

« bx nanb nva* ttbo n^b yen mm . . ♦ nxyn *rnnb mows* vnoa 
nuab no«n * nyaa m u^nnn « wp bp , . . nyenn nj.ni # , , nym 

(a clear reference to the Karaites njH btf WlE DPE *3 * nW fn«3 nb 
* mUl niN^a p*"W by WW nan who originally hailed from Babylon) 
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Our author also describes the academy of Jerusalem. At its 
head is the Gaon, whose decrees go forth to c all Israel scattered 
in the four corners ' (of the earth). There are ' seven Haberim, 
who understand the ancient things (i. e. the laws of Tradition), 
to teach in Israel ' the Torah of Moses. Adopting the image of 
the Menorah (in Zech. ch. 4), he pictures the Gaon and his two 
chief assistants, the Ab on his right, and the c Third ' on his left. 
The * elders ' of the congregation (of the Rabbinites in Jerusalem) 
wield the power of excommunicating those who disobey their 
ruling. 1 

Patrons of the school, wherever their residence may have been, 
were given various titles, usually at the great public meeting on 
Mount Olivet on Hoshana Rabba. If the person honoured was 
a scholar, the Palestinian Gaon would make him a Haber. In 
Babylon the corresponding honorary degree would be Alluf 
(= Resh Kallah). The title Haber was amplified into nann 

mum nbwn (shortened into rbrpon nann or mum n^iyon), 
onann Yin, vnim ira, anann ind, onann k>*o. An aspirant to 



ntail rUKia IVIDD " **T$?1D . (Here, again, those sectaries are meant who 
impart to the festivals a mournful aspect, keeping them as days of mourning for the 
destruction of the Temple, as the Karaite ritual clearly shows.) Against these 
sectaries our author took up the issue on behalf of Rabbinism. Ibid., 1. 16 ff. : 

by vtfh ' onn own anna 1 nm * &Hvcb pe6 *b jna uvtac m 
Dn (supply nnain) trnmb) * onjmr (sup^y on w) ttt anw 

1 Ibid., 364, last line ff. : b * (i. e. heretics) Qp»^ PD^ DTD Wp EDN^l 

apjn jno * onnm ix** wwm vnnn * Dnnw hud ya-wa mm bxw 
to onann nyat? # Dwn nnx px nyaty pp • rrewnn px 

tansro • D^nxn f?aa d^ddi^d « r£* njnp * D^ny mam 

an? miJD nn^Q^ (it seems that they made pastoral tours) • Q*prn 

^a W (i.e. 7 Haberim) HVU njDtt> iT^ (i.e. the Gaon) r6j flWl blh 

\bttnvQ pwn po*D p rva ax ton . . . n^wi wotd nmnn 

bmwi dhd5>dpi nbitan pivn rrnan raisn^n nyas^i • n^nn^ 

(i.e. the traditional Torah, as Ezra did, Neh. 8. 8) n&niBD n^frl. The phrase 
4 7 shepherds and 8 dignitaries ' is modelled after Mic. 5. 4. We know only of 
seven Haberim, of whom the first three were the Gaon, Ab, and Third. 1JD 

bx * m£m mho b * bnpb b*ix\b • D^prn Ta ^ian ( r . px) r« urn 
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this title was styled rrwirh nrityD. 1 The Babylonian title rtTB* qita 
(once there occurs the title mw* >rifc> i.e. of Sura and 

Pumbedita (Bagdad), p. 167) was apparently amplified into 
WOT! spta (thus Meborak Nagid, and two other persons Ephraim 
and Solomon, above, p. 210 and A. A. 16, 1, 2). 

Other titles bestowed upon benefactors and well-wishers of the 
academies, whether of Palestine, Babylon, Damascus, and Egypt, 
are the following : 

2 IVIK, the beloved of the 

school. 

■rtiWl TW, the chosen one, &c. 

4 rnwi bn: , the great one, &c. 

5 mwi fen, the banner, &c. 
6 mW men, the desire, &c. 
7 H2W the scholar, &c. 
8 mWl TT , the friend, &c. 

1 Above, pp. 210, 225, note 1, end : A. B. 21 ; 25 ; 34 ; A. C. 9 ; 13, 4 ; A. D. 1 ; 
29, 3- 

2 A. D. 16; 21; 35, 2. Cp. also the book-list in ZfHB., XII, 123, 1. 4 (cp. 
note 2), Abu'l Fadhail 31HR^ - nWVl 21118. 

3 A. B. 20, II, 4; A. D. 4, 2; 17, 3 h ; Bodl. 2876 11 ; cp. also J.Q.R., N. S., 
VII, 478, note 22. 

4 So Nahrai b. Nissim, p. 206. Also Sherira styles thus Shemarya b. Elhanan 
(J.Q.R., VI, 223, 1. 15). T.-S. 13 J 18 15 contains a letter, dated Marheshvan, 
1459 Sel. = 1 147, to Halfon Hallevi in^H "HPfl b. Joseph flT&Tl *rTU. 

5 A. D. 29, 3 : /. Q. 7?., XIV, 451, note 6. 

6 Above, p. 196 ; A. D. 1 ; 29, 3. Also Abraham rQ*B*fl mDFI b. Nathan the 
' Seventh » (see Margol., Catal., Ill, 559, III ; Bodl. 2878 29 ). 

7 Above, p. 209. 

8 A. B. 69 ; A. C. 16, 2 ; A. D. 3, 2, where Joseph al-Rumi IH^K = TV 

9 Above, p. 194; A.C. 17, 1; 26 a ; 28,3; A. D. 6 ; 20,7. See also above, 
p. 238, note 1. 

10 Probably = HWWn UX, see above, pp. 144, 183 ; A.B. 5 ; 15 ; 20, II, 1 ; 62 ; 
A. D. 4, 1; Bodl. 2878 s . 

» Bodl. 28 7 8« 

12 So far only the grandfather of Samuel b. Hofni held this title (above, p. 262). 
18 A. B. 40 p3£ r\2W n^UD) ; A. C. 24, 5, Saadyana, LV, 1. 17 ; /. Q. R., XIX, 
732, no. 35. Perhaps the person Yehuda fi^JD btf, to whom Yehuda Halevi 

addressed a poem {Dhvan, ed. Brody, I, no. 29), held the title of rn^Tl 

14 See above, p. 97 ; A. C. 28, 3 ; A. D. 4, 1. Also Joseph b. Berakya in 
Kairowan (see Pozn., Babyl. Geon. f 17, note 2). 

15 See note 9. 



•iWH W, the foundation, &c. 

10 ranwi WD, the joy, &c. 

11 (UWI ptO, the faithful one, &c. 

12 rOH8*n 1t3, the crown, &c. 

18 ftWNi n^D, the choice, &c. 
14 n:w pD, the adjutant, &c. 
15 rQWl iriD, the counsel, &c. 
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1 mwi ny, the strength, &c. 

2 mwi nm, the help, &c. 

3 nywn nKD, the glory, &c. 

4 mwi *W , the favourite, &c. 



5 ni3^n W 'W, the favourite of 
both schools. 

6 nn^n m«Bn, the pride of the 
school. 



A leading scholar was styled ann ; thus, e. g., Shemarya 
b. Elhanan (A. A. 6, 1. 10; 7, fol. 55 r , 1. 11). A certain Jacob 
b. Samuel b. Abraham (of Byzantine origin) adds 3in to his own 
signature as well as to those of his father and grandfather (A. B. 
20 II, 5). This title was amplified into brm Tin, ^ bmn 3*V, 
and especially pmiion inn, which became customary in Egypt 
in the period of Maimonides. 7 The Nagid Meborak, just as his 
grandfather, and also Maimonides were styled jwno NTTIV (above, 
p. 323, note 3, and A. D. 4, 1). Another flattering designation 
of scholars and patrons of students (TB^n) would be DHn^nn Yin, 

Finally, the titles pin *3 and non are to be mentioned. 
The former was held in Kairowan by Hushiel and his son 
Elhanan (y. Q.R., N. S., IX, 161). In Egypt so far four persons 
are known who went by this name, viz. the two contemporaries 
Abraham b. Nathan Ab and Isaac b. Samuel (al-Kinzi, the 
Spaniard), the latter's son Yehoseph, and Jacob the father of 
Joseph Rosh Hasseder (A. C. 17, 1 ; 26 a ; 28, 5; A. D. 29, 1). 
The first two persons were also designated Rosh Hasseder, which 
title should not be identified with that of Resh Kallah and Alluf 
(see ZfHB., X, 144, note 1). It originates from the time when 
Babylon had not yet a properly organized Yeshiba. Thus Rab 
was called Resh Sidra {Seder 'Olam Zuta in Neub. II, 77). 
Samuel b. Hofni mentions (in a letter to Fez, J. Q. R. } XVIII, 
404, 1. 9) the Dmon Wi of his school. But their function is 
obscure. It is also unknown whether this honorific name as well 

1 R.jE.J., LXVI, 66 (1. 37), 70. 

2 Above, p. 146. 

3 J.Q.R., N. S., I, 48-9. 

4 See above, pp. 149, 196, note 2. 
« 5 A. D. 4, 6. 

6 See above, p. 267, note 2. 

7 A - B - 20 n > 1 J A. C. .28, 3 ; A. D. 3, 3 ; 25, 2, 4 ; 29, 1 j 31 ; 32 ; /. 0. /?., 
XIX, 728, no. XVII. 

8 A. B. 2, note ; A. C. 16, 2; A. D. 2 ; 24 ; 35, 2. 
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as the title Resh be Rabbanan were granted both by the 
Babylonian and the Palestinian schools or only by the Geonim 
of 'Irak. However, in Damascus school the bearer of this title 
was also called 'the preacher' (|PTin, above, p. 238, note 1; 
Samuel b. Hofni in his letter mentions the DWion w next to 
' the heads of the Sedarim'). Indeed we found such a Rosh 
Hasseder travelling about in Egypt on a preaching tour (p. 10 1 f.). 
But the material at hand does not yet render it possible clearly 
to define the functions of these * heads of the Sedarim \ Elhanan 
b. Shemarya styled himself ' Rosh Hasseder of all Israel ' 
(^N'W hzbw). Several other people in the country of the Nile 
went by this title. 1 

From the above remarks it is evident that the ages we are 
dealing with here were not sparing in flattering eulogies of their 
scholars and communal leaders. Public recognition of services 
for the common weal is quite in place if practised with discretion. 
But this multitude of titles with extravagant meanings probably 
led in many cases to vainglory. By too frequent use they 
became commonplace and soon lost all real significance. How- 
ever, in Arab society the same practice was in force. It was 
the fashion of the time and Jewry followed in its train. 

1 

1 Yehuda Hakkohen, Sahlan b. Abraham, Abraham b. Nathan Ab, the Nagid 
Meborak, Isaiah (A. D. n, i), Joseph b. Jacob (A. D. 29, 1). Cp. Bodl. a834 14 . 



ADDENDUM 

The new material as to the relations of R. Yehudai Gaon 
(760 C. E.) with the scholars of the Holy Land (referred to above, 
p. 57) is now published in R.£.J. t vol. LXX, 1920, p. 113 ff., 
under the title Les Chapitres de Ben Baboi et les relations de R. 
Yehoudai Gaon avec la Palestine. The point dealt with above 
(p. 42 y note 1) is fully discussed ibid., pp. 123 and 126. Finally 
about the settlement of Babylonian Jews at Jerusalem early in 
the Arabic period (above, p. 45, note 2, beginning) see ibid., 
pp. 124 and 126. 



